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ACTION  OF  THE  TKESTEES  Of  THE  GHUIICH. 


liesolved^  That  Eev.  Charles  T.  Berry,  our  pastor,  be  requested  to  fur- 
nish for  publication,  a copy  of  the  historical  discourse  he  ijreachecl  on 
the  First  of  January,  1871,  and  that  the  Trustees  take  the  charge  of  an 
edition  of  five  hundred  cojjies. 
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Rememl)er  the  days  of  old,  consider  the  years  of  many  generations. — 
Deut.  82  : 7. 

Remember  ye  not  the  former  things,  neither  consider  the  things  of 
old.— Is.  43:  18. 

The  first  of  these  passages  occurs  in  tlie  memorable  Song 
of  Moses,-'  which  immediately  preceded  his  blessing  of  the 
Children  of  Israel,  just  previous  to  his  death  on  Mount  Xebo. 

The  chief  design  of  its  utterance  was,  doubtless,  to  recall 
tlie  distinguishing  kindness  which  God  had  shown  to  the 
Fathers  of  His  chosen  people,  and,  for  their  sakes,  to  their 
children^  that  the  latter  might  be  reminded  of  their  obliga- 
tions, both  of  gratitude  and  interest,  to  cleave  unto  the  Lord 
their  God  as  their  fathers  had  done,  and  impelled  to  serve 
Him  with  a faithfulness  surpassing  theirs. 

The  second  passage  forms  part  of  a prophecy  respecting 
this  same  people,  delivered  seven  hundred  and  sixty  years 
afterwards.  Xot  having  occupied  themselves  in  those  salu- 
tary remembrances  of  ‘Ghe  days  of  old''  which  had  been 
inculcated  by  ]\[oses,  or  in  inrpiiries  after  “ the  good  way  of 
the  old  paths  to  walk  therein,”  according  to  the  command  of 
the  covenant-keeping  God  of  their  fathers,  He  had  given 
them  o\’QV  to  the  severities  of  long  and  painful  captivity  in 
Labylon.  Yet  not  to  extermination  or  forgetfulness.  As 
if  in  answer  *to  that  fervent  petition  of  their  wisest  king, 
uttered  at  the  dedication  of  tlie  Temple  moi*e  tlian  three  hun- 
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clred  years  before,  God  listened  to  tlieir  penitent  supplica- 
tions, and  sent  His  prophet  unto  them  with  assurances  of 
deliverance.  And  this  second  segment  of  Holy  Writ,  is  a 
part  of  the  argument  with  which  the  whole  chapter  whence 
it  is  taken  is  filled,  in  proof  of  God’s  protecting  care  and  the 
certainty  of  their  liberation.  He  briefly  recapitulates  all  His 
wonderful  emancipations  of  His  peculiar  people,”  and  now 
affirms  their  prospective  rescue  should  far  exceed  in  marvelous 
interposition  all  that  He  had  before  done  for  them.  So  singu- 
lar and  miraculous  would  it  seem  to  them  that  they  should 
in  view  of  it  forget  even  there  escape  from  Egypt.  This 
passage  then,  taken  in  its  connection,  simply  means,  compara- 
tive forgetfulness  of  certain  things  in  the  past,  because  of  the 
greater  importance  of  certain  things  in  the  near  future.  Yet 
disjointed  from  the  body  of  thought  to  which  it  belongs,  it 
reads  in  direct  contradiction  of  the  other  from  Moses.  And 
thus,  placed  in  seeming  opposition  because  apart  from  their 
connection,  they  may  serve  as  a fair  specimen  of  the  hollow 
methods  in  frequent  employ  by  cavilers  to  disprove  the  Bible. 

My  object  in  the  selection  of  these  texts  as  a point  of  de- 
parture on  this  occasion  is  readily  apparent.  Remeiiihrancc 
of  the  ;past^  in  order  to  the  letter  improvement  of  the  present^ 
is  a duty  of  frequent  mention  in  the  Scriptures  : — a duty  ra- 
tionally based,  whether  our  retrospect  concern  virtues  on  the 
one  hand,  or  vices  on  the  other  ; for  if  the  former,  tliey  Avill 
supply  stimulus,  either  for  imitation  or  emulation ; if  the 
latter,  for  avoidance  or  extirpation.  Apart  from  its  valuable 
lessons,  there  can  be  but  little  advantage  in  any  historical  re- 
view, and  I should  not  certainl}^  have  undertaken  the  present 
one,  but  from  the  conviction,  that  the  events  of  our  church's 
existence  have  been  of  sufficient  importance,  to  justify  the  ho})c 
of  the  accomplishment  of  good  by  their  recall.  Indeed,  sudi 
is  my  anxiety  for  the  spiritual  future  of  the  church,  that  I 
would  fain  infer  from  the  abundant  efi'usion  uf  God's  ])lessings 
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upon  it  in  the  past,  His  willingness  to  again  bless  us,  and 
that  so  bountifully  as  to  exceed  even  the  magnitude  of  all  His 
former  gracious  visitations.  - 

We  have  very,  '\iery  much  for  which  to  day,  to  render 
devout  and  hearty  thanks  to  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church. 
Let  us  aim  to  do  it  in  the  best  of  all  ways — by  that  broad  and 
deep,  intense  and  ineradicable,  faith  for  the  future,  which, 
from  the  character  of  God  and  His  w'ord,  and  His  dealings 
with  His  people,  is  the  only  limit  it  is  safe  to  place  upon  the 
measure  of  His  loving-kindness. 

As  to  the  date  of  the  settlement  of  this  section  of  country 
the  following  facts  furnish  us  data  for  judgment.  From  the 
Town  Eecords  of  Xewark,  under  date  of  Oct.  2nd,  1G99,  thirty- 
three  years  after  the  settlement  of  Hewark,  we  find  the  Town 
considering  the  proposal  to  “Purchase  a Tract  of  land  lying 
westward  of  our  bounds  to  the  Passaick  Pivmr  ’ also  appoint- 
ing a committee  of  two  (Mr.  Pierson  and  Ensign  Johnson) 
“ to  go  and  treat  with  the  Proprietors  about  the  same,  to 
obtain  a Grant.”  There  is  no  evidence  of  their  obtaining 
this  grant.  Mention  is  found,  however,  of  the  conveyance  of 
a certain  tract  lying  at  Horseneck,  as  this  whole  region  was 
then  called,  by  Letters  Patent  to  Sir  Thomas  Lane^  and  others, 
called  tlie  West  Jersey  Society,  on  the  10th  June,  1701.  The 
troubles  which  thickened  around  the  Proj^rietors  this  year 
I became  so  great,  that  they  surrendered  their  right  of  govern- 

I ment  to  the  crown,  which  was  accepted  by  Queen  Anne, 

I April,  17,  1702. 

I It  is  quite  probably  due  to  the  “ disturbances  and  confu- 

I sions  of  this  year  (1701)  which  violently  agitated  the  minds  of 

I the  i^eople,”  that  the  desired  grant  was  not  secured  ; and  to  the 

i fac't  of  the  proprietary  surrender  that  we  find  the  settlers  at 

I Newark,  (hitherto  unimpeachably  loyal  to  the  Provincial 

1 

!1.  Soe  a tleod  in  posossion  of  the  Tni<tecs  of  the  Chmvh  jiiven  March  2-J,  1774 
Caleb  Iletfidd,  by  Col.  Cornelius  Ilettlekl,  Francis  Pi)st,  eVr  William  Crane, 
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Government,)  to  the  number  of  101 — the  generality  of  the 
town” — buying  directly  of  the  Indians,  (a  thing  forbidden  by 
Act  of  the  Assembly  eighteen  years  before,)  all  of  the  laud 
“ Westward  or  Northwest  of  Newark,  within  the  compass  of 
the  Pasayack  Piver,  and  so  Southward  unto  Monusing  Path, 
(viz.)  all  Land  as  yet  unpurchased  of  the  heathen.”  ^ 

This  tract  amounted  to  13,500  acres,  according  to  the 
statement  of  the  Bill  in  Chancery.  The  amount  paid  for  it 
was  £130  or  about  $325.  A deed"  for  it  was  obtained  of  tlie 
Indians,  “ wdiich  said  deed  w^as  lost  by  fire  in  the  liouse  of 
Mr.  Jonathan  Pierson  of  Newark,  providentially  burnt  the 
7th  of  March,  1744-5,  and  bore  date  sometime  in  March  A. 
D.  1701-2.” 

As  nearly  as  I am  able  to  locate  this  land,  it  lay  between 
tlie  First  Mountain — called  by  the  Indians,  Watchung,  (sim- 
ply the  Indian  name,  Mr.  Cougar  thinks,  for  mountain,)  and 
the  Passaic  Piver,  and  between  the  present  road  througli 
Livingston  from  Hanover  to  Orange,  for  its  southern  bound- 
ary, and  a straight  line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  Pine 
Brook  a little  to  the  nortli  of  Cedar  Grove  extending  to  the 
village  of  Acquackanonck,  for  its  northern  boundary.^  This 
allows  for  the  requisite  number  of  acres,  and  also  for  the 
grant  of  land  given  by  Indian  deed  in  1GT9,  to  a Dutch  Com- 
pany from  Bergen  at  Ac(piackanonck,  and  afterwards  con- 
firmed by  proprietary  deed  in  1GS4,^  and  which  grant  doul)t- 


1.  From  tlie  copy  of  a document  kindly  furnished  me  by  Mr.  8.  II.  Cougar  of 
Newark,  which  document  is  endorsed  “A  true  copy  of  the  first  Committe.’’ 
(See  Appendix  A.) 

2.  See  Appendi.v  B.  for  the  renewal  of  this  deed,  promptly  given  a week  after 
the  loss  of  the  first,  and  .signed  by  tlie  descendants  of  the  Sagamores,  who  had 
signed  the  first.  For  this,  as  likewise  for  much  valuable  assistance  in  obtaining 
facts,  the  writer  is  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Cougar. 

3.  Since  the  discourse  was  delivered  the  writer  has  obtained  eonfirniution  ot 
his  conjecture  respecting  the  Dutch  J.ine. 


4.  (See  Bar])er’s  New  .fers('y,  p.  40.'.) 
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less  included  all  the  land  comprised  ■within  the  bend  of  the 
Passaic,  from  Acquackanonck  on  the  East  to  Pine  Brook  on 
the  West.^ 

It  'W’as,  in  fact,  from  this  Acquackanonck  territory  in  part, 
though  much  more  largely  from  l^ewark,  that  tlie  bounds  of 
our  township  were  formed  in  1798— from  which  Livingstuii 
w’as  set  off  in  1812. 

These  boundary  lines  allow  also  for  the  inevitable  inference 
from  the  language  of  the  Indian  deed,  that  some  portion  of 
Horseneck  had  already  been  purchased,  and  a dividing  line 
run  to  the  mouth  of  Pine  Brook — a fact,  which  as  the  jSTcw- 
arkers  had  had  the  Dutch,  from  the  first,  for  near  neighbors, 
both  in  Belleville  and  Bergen,  they  were  likely  to  l)c  in- 
formed of,  and  naturally  to  allude  to  when  speaking  of  the 
land  “yet  unpurchased  from  the  Indians.'' 

These  lines  also  satisfactorily  explain  the  forty  or  fifty, 
(possibly  sixty)  years  greater  age  of  the  Fairfield  Church," 
then  our  own  can  lay  claim  to,  and  the  fact  that  up  to 
the  year  1800,  preaching  in  Fairfield  was  almost  exclusively 
in  the  Dutch  language. 

Under  a careful  survey  of  the  land  in  1710,  the  Horseneck 
tract  was  ascertained  to  have  thirty-five  families  then  settled 
upon  it.  How  many  of  these  were  living  in  the  present  vil- 


1.  At  this  date  there  Avcrc  thouj^ht  to  be  about  5,200  iuhabitauts  in  the  prov- 
ince of  East  Jersey.  . - • 

2.  Mr.  Peter  Spier,  uow  living  at  the  age  of  84,  in  Fairtield,  moved  there  from 
Caldwell  when  ten  years  of  age — the  .year  our  own  church  was  dedicated.  lie 
well  remembers  the  Octagonal  Church  there,  which  he  attended  for  eight  years 
before  the  present  edifice  was  built  in  1804.  He  is  firmly  of  opinion,  judging 
from  the  superior  quality  of  the  timber  of  which  it  was  built,  and  from  its  ex- 
tremely dilapidated  condition  in  1804,  that  it  must  have  been  at  least  sixty  or 
>cvcnty  year  old,  perhaps  older.  In  corroboration  of  this  is  the  fact  that  rec- 
ords of  the  baptisms  in  this  church  go  back  to  1753,  and  it  is  said  that  the  rec- 
ords of  several  previous  years  were  burned.  It  is  not  unlikely,  that  a church  wa^ 
built  there  soon  after  the  church  in  Belleville,  which  was  erected  iii  1727.  “At 
that  time  that  church  and  the  one  at  Aequackanonek  were  joined  in  one  body 
(See  Stearns’  Newark,  p.  141.)  in  their  ecclesiastical  affairs,  and  under  one  min- 
ister to  dispense  the  word  and  ordinances  of  God  unto  them.” 
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lage  of  Caldwell  or  its  immediate  vicinity  there  is  no  means 
of  ascertain ingd 

It  may  perhaps  somewhat  aid  ns  to  form  a more  correct 
judgment  of  the  early  settlement  in  this  place  if  we  stop 
about  a moment  to  inquire  about  neighboring  settlements. 

Newark,  in  1710  had  only  three  hundred  inhabitants;  as  late 
as  during  the  Revolutionary  War  not  over  one  thousand. 

Cranetown,  as  Montclair  was  first  called,  was  settled  by 
Azariah  Crane,  about  the  year  ITOO.  When  he  came  to 
Newark  in  IGGO  with  his  father,  or  one  year  afterwards,  he 
was  about  twenty  years  old,  consequently,  about  fifty-four 
when  he  moved  to  Cranetown.  His  two  sons,  Nathan- 
iel and  Azariah,  peopled  that  place. 

Orange,"  had  a sufficient  population  to  organize  a church 
in  1719,  and  to  purchase  land  in  the  following  year  for  a church 
edifice,  which  was  doubtless  built  soon  after. 

On  the  site  of  the  old  burying-ground  in  Whippany,^  thir- 
ty-four years  after  the  settlement  of  that  section,  a church 
was  built  in  1719,  the  congregation  extending  over  a con- 
siderable portion  of  the  territory  now  occupied  by  those  of 
Morristown,  Madison,  Parcipany,  Hanover  and  Chatham. 

In  1710,  Morristown,^  begun  some  30  years  before,  was  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  build  and  support  its  own  church,  though 


1.  Mr.  Peter  Spier  of  Fairfield,  just  alluded  to,  (who  was  born  in  17SG  on  the 
w'cst  North-Caldwell  road,  where  his  great-grandfather,  Tunis  Spier,  lived  and 
died,  and  his  grandfiither,  John  was  born  and  buried,  and  whose  great  uncle  on 
his  mother’s  side,  Francis  Spier  living  in  Ciinton,  -was  particularly  mentioned 
in  the  Bill  in  Chancery  as  living  at  llorsencck  in  1745,)  thinks  that  Caldwell 
proper  grew  about  as  rapidly  as  the  Clinton  and  Fairfield  section.  In  this  belief 
he  is  probably  correct,  as  no  doubt  Dutch  settlers  were  more  abundant  to  the 
East  of  Fairfield  Church  and  around  Little  Falls,  though  they  wended  their  way 
westward  to  church. 

2.  (See  Hoyt’s  First  Church,  Orange,  pp.  48  audit'.) 

3.  Barber’s  New  Jerse}’,  p.  oSO. 

4.  The  township  of  “ Whipponong”  was  set  otl’  in  1700,  and  changed  to  that  ot 
Hanover  in  1740. 

0.  Tuttle’s  History  of  Madison  Church,  p.  11 
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not  till  tliirt}^  years  later  did  the  village  contain  more  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty  souls. 

In  1748,  Madison,  probably  settled  about  1685,  likewise 
built  a church.  In  1755,  a new  meeting-house  was  erected 
at  Hanover-neck,  and  also  one  at  Parcipany,^  when  the  old 
AVhippany  church  was  deserted. 

For  two  3^ears  these  two  last-named  churches  were  served 
by  one  pastor,  the  Pev.  Jacob  Green,  who  had  already 
preached  for  nine  years  in  the  original  church  edifice  at 
Wliippany,  and  who  continued  with  the  Hanover  church  for 
the  next  thirty-five  years.  The  church  at  Parcipany  is  not 
believed  to  have  had  a settled  pastor  until  1768 — or  thirteen 
years  after  its  house  of  worship  was  erected. 

I mention  these  times  and  places  because,  besides  other 
reasons,  your  forefathers  were  for  a considerable  period  de- 
])endent,  as  will  appear,  upon  several  of  these  adjacent 
churches  and  ministers  for  their  opportunities  to  sit  under 
the  ministrations  of  the  Gospel.  I might  also  add  that  in 
1702,  East  Jersey,  as  its  northeastern  half  was  called,  was  be- 
lieved to  contain  about  twelve  thousand  inhabitants.  From 
all  the  information  I have  been  able  to  gather,  it  is  not  prob- 
able that  there  were  more  than  ten  families  within  the  pres- 
ent limits  of  Caldwell  village  prior  to  1720.  At  that  time 
the  country  was  a dense  wilderness,  infested  with  wolves  and 
bears  and  Indians.  (See  Appendix  B.  B.) 

ith  respect  to  the  latter,  it  may  be  said,  that  most  peo- 
ple, perhaps,  have  an  exageratod  notion  of  their  numbers. 
It  is  said  that  there  were  probably  over  two  thousand  in  the 
whole  of  Xew  Jersey,  in  1664.  A century  late]*  there  were 


1.  The  Rev.  Mr.  James  Tuttle  (it  is  believed)  was  the  first  clergyman  settled  at 
Rarc'ipany.  He  was  ordained  17GS.  Ilis  successors  were  Dr.  Darby  (a  iihysician 
ot  Itodios  as  well  as  souls,)  Rev.  Joseph  Grover,  (brother  of  the  lirst  pastor 
the  Caldwell  Church,)  Rev.  Mr.  Benedict,  Rev.  Samuel  Phelps,  and  the  Rev.  John 
Void,  still  livin",  who  was  settled  in  1810.  Since  Mr.  Fords  resiixnation  the 
Reverends  Messrs.  Sntphen,  Brown  and  Le  Boutlllier,  have  been  setth'd  there. 
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none  in  this  part  of  the  State.  The  last  one  is  known  to 
liave  left  tliis  region  in  Still  in  1720  it  is  cpiite  likely 

that,  within  the  bounds  of  Horseneck,  the  smoke  of  their  fires 
ascended  from  more  Avi«;wams  than  locr-cabins. 

For  the  next  fifty  years  no  definite  tacts  as  to  the  number 
of  settlei’s  have  come  into  iny  posession,  except  a few  ad- 
ditional names  of  families.  I have  no  confidence  that  the 
list  is  exhaustive,  nor  hope  of  ever  making*  it  so.  It  may 
be  an  iteih  of  sufficient  interest  to  warrant  the  meiition  of 
such  names  as  I have  ascertained  to  have  been  scattered  all 
over  these  hills  and  vallevs. 

%j 

These  were  the  Garners,  and  Philipses,  and  Sanderses ; tlic 
Spiers — both  in  CaldAvell  and  in  Clinton;  the  Fights  living 
in  Livingston;  the  Cranes — both  in  Caldwell  and  Franklin, 
and  Clinton  ; the  Goulds,  in  Yerona,  and  Caldwell,  and 
Westville  ; the  Siscoes  or  Yan  Siscoes,  in  Franklin  and 
Fairfield;  the  Personetts,  and  Yreelandts,  in  Cedar  Grove : 
the  Condits  in  Yerona  Yalley;  the  Yniitehcads  in  Centre- 
ville ; the  Harrisons,  and  Courters,  and  Posts,  and  Cooks, 
and  Cadmuses ; the  Dodds,  and  Muchmores,  and  Mowrisons, 
and  Badgleys — (the  Badgleys  were  the  only  English-speak- 
ing family  in  Fairfield,)  the  Colliers,  the  Sibreys,  the  Bushes, 
the  Iviersteads,  and  the  Jacobuses;  the  Doremuses,  the  ]\[ar- 
tins,  and  the  Baldwins;  the  Yan  Proofs,  Yan  Iloutens,  and 
Williamses ; Yan  ^N'esscs,  Smiths,  and  Yan  Zils ; Iletfields, 
Edisons,  and  Y^ards  ; Tompkinses,  Coreys,  Yan  Giesons,  and 
Kents;  the  Piersons,  the  Canfields,  the  Campbells;  the  Ford- 
hams,  the  Y^ardells,  the  Bonds,  the  Byrams,  the  Bateses, 
and  the  Moores  ; the  Beaches,  the  Balls,  tlie  Mintonyeas,  t]u‘ 
Ogdens,  the  Stagers,  the  Sindles.  If  not  yet  these  eon- 


1.  Aiitltorltij.  Mr.  Joseph  Doreimis  oi‘  ^lonteluir.  Ili.s  gramllatlicr  Aaron 
Crane,  Mho  m’us  born  ITol  and  died  IsStl,  distinetl}'  remembered  the  eireumstan- 
ee  of^  “ Indian  .robn’ji'’  de]nirtnre  for  Canada,  on  a Saltbatli  inorning  Mlien  h^ 
Ava^  ten  yeajs  old. 
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stitiitc  tlie  names  uf  the  lar^’c  majority  of  the  settlers  u[»  to 

1770. 

During  the  period  ot  twenty-live  years  previous,  oecurrecl 
the  long  law-suit  of  the  General  Proprietors  against  the  bulk  of 
tlie  settlers  for  the  reeovery  of  the  lands,  on  Avhieh  they  lived, 
— only  a few  having  valid  proprietary  titles.  I can  do  no 
more  than  simply  hint  at  this,  owing  to  v.^ant  of  time. 

AVhatever  was  the  right  in  the  case — and  my  sym]>athies 
are  with  the  settlers,  though  from  all  1 have  been  al>le  to 
read  about  it,  my  convictions  of  legal  justice  are  ratlier  with 
the  proprietors — it  is  certain  that  it  was  a vexatious  siiit,^ 
and  that  many  were  thrown  out  of  the  possession  of  the 
the  whole  of  their  proi)erty,  while  others  exhausted  all  and 
more  than  all  of  the  products  of  their  labor  to  re-purcliase 
of  the  proprietors,  the  land  which  they  had  already  paid  for 
and  painfully  improved. 

Among  these  early  settlers  were  a large  proportion — nut,  I 
am  happy  to  believe  on  credible  testimony,  amounting  to  a 
majority  of  the  population — of  evil-disposed  persons,  to  whom 
it  would  certainly  be  very  mild  to  apjdy  the  term  mischiev- 
ious,  for  their  mischief  was  of  a very  serious  and  often 
wicked  and  malicious  sort.  These  paid  little  if  any  regard 
to  law,  human  or  divine.  They  regarded  the  Sabbatli  but  as 
a day  of  sports,  many  of  them  of  the  rudest  kind.  Indeed, 
Iiorse-racing  and  cock-fighting  were  their  prevailant  Sabbath 
pastimes.  When  a certain  Mr.  Dean,  a Separatist  preacher, 
probably  from  Morris  County,^  made,  as  he  frequently  did 
make,  excursions  through  this  region  to  preach,  they  often 
treated  him  with  much  rudeness,  even  to  profanity.  They 


1.  (See  Appendix  G.) 

2.  Smith’s  History  of  New  .lerscy,  i»ul)li»liod  in  ITG."),  mentions  Unit  tlierc  were 
then  in  Morris  County,  nine  Fresl)yleaian  phiees  of  worship;  one  Lutheran,  one 
Anabaptist,  one  (inaker,  one  Kogereen,  one  Separatist— a sect  wliich  arose  in 
17-lC.  There  were  none  in  Ks<ex  County  of  this  seet. 
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sceiiicd  tu  liiid  pleiisure  in  aniioy<ince;  and  succeeded  by  their 
persistency  in  it,  in  more  than  one  instance,  in  deciding  new 
comers  not  to  remain.  In  their  intercourse  with  tlie  Indians, 
they  arc  described  as  ‘^corrupting  and  being  corrupted/’ 
depraved  manners  and  spiritual  degradation  being  thereby 
increased.”  And  it  is  far  from  likely  that  their  condicts  with 
the  Proprietors  tended  to  cultivate  in  them  anything  better. 

But  in  forming  our  judgment  of  men  a liundred  or  a hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  years  ago,  we  must  not  forget  to  con- 
trast the  differences  of  social  condition  tlien  and  now.  It  was 
not  then  the  age  of  (puck  transit  and  universal  intelligence. 
Uoads  in  any  just  sense  of  the  word,  there  were  almost  none. 
In  1752  it  recpiired  from  five  to  seven  days  to  go  by  stage 
from  ^7e\v  York  to  Philadelphia.  And  even  in  1708,  Gov. 
Franklin  speaks  of  tlie  thoroughfares  which  lie  between  the 
two  principal  trading  cities  in  I^Iortli  America  as  “ seldom 
])assible  without  danger  or  difficulty.”  The  roads  in  this  sec- 
tion were  very  rough  and  bad,  and  the  sU’eams  entirely  des- 
titute of  bridges.  It  was  a day’s  drive  to  go  to  Newark, 
No  one  thought  of  returning  on  the  same  day. 

As  to  newspapers,  the  first  one  published  in  New  Jersey 
was  the  AY?/j  Jersey  Gazette^  in  1777,  by  one  Isaac  Collins  of 
Burlington.^  Its  size  was  eight  by  twelve  inches.  New 
York  had,  indeed,  published  them  much  earlier ; but  with 
only  a limited  circulation. 

It  was  far  from  uncommon  to  find  men  unable  to  write 
their  own  names.  And  men  lived  isolated,  in  rude  loir  huts, 
on  mountain  paths,  by  springs  or  anywhere,  that  some  trifling 
advantage  seemed  to  present  itself.  There  were  but  few 
houses  in  this  township  that  could  keep  out  an  ordinary 
storm.  Books  were  rare  and  expensive ; and  often,  wlierc  (as 


1.  Barber’s  New  Jersey,  40, 
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here)  land  was  den^^el y covered  with  timber,  it  was  a stru;4'gle 
to  provide  even  tlie  simplest  nieaiis  of  subsisteuced 

Let  us  be  lenient  in  our  jud<j;nient  of  former  men  and  times, 
and  be  thankful  tliat  we  were  not  so  ill-starred  as  to  Inive 
been  born  a hundred  and  fifty  years  ago. 

About  the  year  1T70,  it  appears  that  the  (iod-fearing  por- 
tion of  the  settlers,  many^  of  wliom  were  descended  from  de- 
votedly pious  ancestry,  gave  themselves  in  serious  attention 
to  matters  of  religion.  The  neighboring  'ministers  kindly 
visited  them  from  time  to  time,  and  preached  gratuitously 
among  them  in  private  dwellings,  in  barns, ^ and  often  in  tlie 
open  air,  as  frequently  as  they  could  without  detriment  to 
the  pco])le  of  their  own  charges.  These  clergymen  were  the 
llev.  Di*.  Darby  of  Parcipany,  succeeded  in  ITdL  by  Pcv. 
Joseph  Green  ; llev.  Jacob  Green  of  Hanover,  the  llev  Jed- 
ediah  Chapman  of  Orange,  and  llev.  James  Caldwell  of 
Elizabethtown.  Occasionally  even  those  from  greater  dis- 
tances here  dispensed  the  bread  of  life.  This  whole  region  at 
that  time  was  regarded  as  missionary  ground,  and  the  sur- 
rounding ministers  sought  to  introduce  as  early  as  practica- 
ble, the  institutions  and  privileges  of  the  Gospel. 

The  bulk  of  the  church-going  people,  such  as  were  not 
Dutch,  no  doubt  attended  on  the  Sabbath  the  church  ot  llev. 
Mr.  Chapman,  at  Orange.  Preaching  was  then  very  seldom 
enjoyed  here  on  the  Sabbath. 

In  the  course  of  a few  years  however,  meetings  came  to  be 
lield  on  the  Sabbath  also;  if  the  services  of  some  minister 


1.  It  is  asserted  that  Caleb  Ilettiekl  owned  eleven  hundred  or  twelve  liiindrcd 
aeres  of  land,  that  of  whieh  Westvillc  is  now  the  center,  yet  was  a poor  man,  un- 
able to  j;ct  *;rain  enough  from  his  land  to  maintain  his  family 

2.  Meetings  were  held  most  frcipiently  on  the  premises  of  Thomas  Could,  now 
owned  by  Dr.  Halsey,  whose  house  was  then  on  the  west  side  of  the  road.  The 
road  then  went  in  directly  in  front  of  the  present  parsonage  house  and  pursued  a 
course  in  the  rear  of  all  the  houses  now  situated  on  the  east  of  the  Centreville 
road,  as  far  as  the  house  of  Nathaniel  Gould.  Upon  extraordinary  occasions 
meetings  were  held  in  Thomas  Gould’s  barn. 


14 


cuuld  nut  be  ubtaiiied,  printed  serniuiia  were  read,  or  the  Jiuiir 
was  spent  in  eonterenee  and  prayer.  These  meetings  increas- 
ing in  number  and  importance,  proved  at  length  to  be  tlie 
germinating  acorn  of  which  the  enduring  oak  of  our  present 
church  and  congregation  is  the  result.  About  this  time  some 
laudable  attempts  were  made  to  erect  a house  of  public  wor- 
ship. Timber  was  drawn,  and  in  good  part  framed;^  but 
liostilities  commenciug  between  Gt.  Britain  and  lier  Colonies, 
the  attempt  was  relinquished,  and  the  timber  became  by  ex- 
posure to  the  weather  during  the  Bevolutionury  War,  spoiled 
for  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended.  There  \vere  t\v<^ 
school-houses  at  that  date  in  this  section,  one  at  Franklin, 
and  the  other  at  Peckinantown, — the  name  by  which  Ycrona 
was  then  known. 

In  the  year  1779,  (July  19th,)  through  the  instrumentality 
of  Thomas  Gould  and  others,  (among  wdiom  I doubt  not  was 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Caldwell,)  the  Rresbyteriaii  Congregation  of 
Ilorseiieck,”  as  the  people  had  now  come  to  be  known,  ob- 
tained the  donation  of  a deed  of  wild  land  lying  in  the  cen- 
ter of  the  place,  amounting  to  ninety  and  a half  acres. 
(Other  dates  on  the  Society's  records  would  go  to  show  that 
the  actual  gift  of  tlie  land  anticipated  the  deed  by  about  live 
months.  The  first  entry  upon  the  iparish  records  bears  date 
February  21st  1779,  and  relates  to  the  election  of  a Com- 
mittee to  represent  the  said  congregation  of  Ilorseneck,” 
which  Committee  at  once  bought  some  meadow  ""In  additiun 
to  the  j[)ar8onagd^  and  paid  ten  dollars,  March  1st,  for  "^sur- 
veying the  iKiv son  age The  donors  were  (kilebllettiekF  of 

1.  Authority  of  Mr.  Jared  Beach,  who  bad  the  fact  from  his  grandfather. 

‘J.  Caleb  Iletfield’s  great  grand-father,  ^tatthias,  (who  left  New  Haven  in  ICfjo, 
for  Elizabethtown,  where  he  died  in  gave  tlie  lot  of  ground  for  the  First 

Presbyterian  Church  in  that  ])lace.  He  had  with  ulher  children,  a sou  Cornelius, 
who  died  in  ITIS.  Cornelius  had  also  a son  Corudiu^.  "this  second  Cornelius — 
the  father  of  Caleb— was  a trustee  of  the  chun  h in  Eli/.abethtow  n,  as  also  an 
elder.  He  was  likewise  a sterling  I'alriot.  The  only  daughter  of  Caleb  by  his 
lirst  wife,  was  married  by  Mr.  Crover,  Xoveriiber  ‘Jnd,  17st*,  to  Calvin  Ely  of 
Newark.  Mr.  John  Stephens,  a mercluint  of  Newaik,  is  her  son-in-law. 
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AYestville,  and  tlie  great  grand-sons  of  Jasper  Crane,  W illiani 
and  Noali,^  then  residing  in  Cranetown,  as  IMontelair  was  at 
tliat  time  called. 

The  object  of  the  gift  was  stated  in  the  deed^  to  be  in  fur- 
therance of  the  desire  of  the  Presbyterian  denomination  ‘do 
promote  tlie  pnblick  worship  of  Almighty  God,  by  making 
decent  provision  for  the  support  of  a minister  of  the  Gospel 
and  erecting  a convenient  house  for  pnblick  worship.'’  It 
may  here  be  stated  that  the  procurement  of  land,  either  for  a 
“settlement”  for  the  minister,  or  for  revenue  in  partial  sup- 
port of  the  Gospel,  was  the  custom  of  the  time,  and  seems  to 
have  been  tlien  a necessity.  In  the  same  year  the  congrega- 
tion, also  procured  at  at  trifling  cost  to  attach  to  the  parson- 
age a little  over  fifty-two  acres  of  meadow  land,  in  tlie  Little 
Piece."  This  was  obtained  througli  a standing  committee  of 
nine  persons,  wliich  had  been  elected  through  the  advice  of 
Mr.  Caldwell,  (who  presided  in  persoii  at  a meeting  held  for 
the  purpose)  to  superintend  the  interests  of  the  congregation. 
This  committee  was  composed  of  the  following  persons,  viz : 
Tliomas  Gould,  Samuel  Crane,  John  Gould,  Joseph  Har- 
rison, Joseph  Baldwin,  Henry  Yan  Sisco,  Beuben  Har- 
rison, Joseph  Gould,  and  Abram  Xoe;  and  these  persons 
continued  to  compose  it  until  1707,  when  their  duties  were 
transferred  to  the  live  trustees,  who  had  been  elected  at  the 
time  of  the  incorporation  of  the  church,  ten  years  before. 

Tlie  congregation  had  as  yet  no  minister.  Having,  in 


1.  William  Crane  diet!  a bachelor.  Noah  -was  the  father  of  Samuel,  Esther, 
Joseph,  Elizabeth,  Caleb,  Nathaniel,  Nchcmiah,  (wlio  died  in  infancy)  Mchctable, 
Mary,  Nchcmiah  and  Stephen. 

Samuel,  was  the  lather  of  Caleb,  Zenas,  Dorcas,  Cyrus,  Betsey,  (Canfield) 
Polly  (Harrison,)  and  Nathaniel.  Samuers  sister,  Mehetable,  was  the  mother  oi 
General  Gould. 

Some  of  the  ninth  i^eucratiou  of  Jasper  Crane’s  descendants  are  livine;  in  Cald- 
well. 

■J.  (For  a copy  of  the  deed  sec  Appendix  D.) 


This  was  not  cleared  until  isoi. 


r.r 


■ ■ ■■  ..  -;  : ' ';  ' ' •;[  ,/  , 


*'■■  ''v''  ■ ■■  ' , ■ ■ ^ 'I  . -ii,  ; ' *j'  ' ',-';1v)  :„i 


: ,-  I,;  j U\  - , 

f'i})  V* ■ - v' 

: ! - -K  rM'7  ",  7';'  ■ ■ 

* I'".”'*',  .J'j'yii 

■til  { < •■j.n  VJ*  [ 'll ' r \ .;;.!.-■'•/■!•♦[  xri'h'j  ,lfo  v/ /'i  Ifl 
- ; Oif;  hi.  }U:u'{'.^qn.‘-  Ot  r>-vOfftmj  ©lit  : 

’ ' /.)■.( /fl'i'A  JiiU'Vf)  fiStiUOifS"'  '■“■ 

"y  • ,n]  }r\.uM  ik[!,>.aoT^  ■■ 

' 'n,irivi(,  hiui  /dilJoO  ' 

*''T(  .:d  Ot  ■ 

, .rfH  '.uli  oi  homlhiuni 

hj^  hmi  oilT' : ' 


;■»:<  ,<!-*l4j’:jl  'i;,  .>,1;  4.., 

- .HiftntShM  Um-  (♦rtiv4tiri4l).|MW|r' 

■;‘U.fJ,.  'U;}.  w>iim:7vrji.v jijiflfi 


10 


liope  of  securing  one,  obtained  the  land  already  spoken  of, 
they  resolved  at  a meeting  held  Feb.  27,  1782,  under  tlie 
advice  of  Fev.  Mr.  Chapman,  wlio  moderated  the  assemblage, 
to  build  upon  the  parsonage  land,  a dwelling  house  thirty  feet 
square  and  two  stories  high,  and  appointed  a committee  to 
have  it  in  charge.  Tlie  carrying  out  of  this  design  progressed 
slowly  and  witli  difficulty.  It  must  not  be  forgotten,  however, 
tliat  the  resolution  was  taken  a year  before  tlie  close  of  the 
Fevolutionary  AVar.  In  Xov.  1785,  a new  committee  was 
appointed  to  proceed  witli  and  complete  the  building,  whicli, 
it  seems  w’as  finislied  about  the  close  of  the  succeeding  year. 
Til  is  building  is  the  eastern  half  of  the  house  where  Mr.  J. 
M.  Beach  now  lives.  Simultaneously  with  this  effort  to  build 
a parsonage  house,  the  iqiper  part  of  which,  unplastered  and 
unceilcd,  and  very  rudely  fitted  up  with  slab  benches  and  a 
rough  oaken  table,  served  for  a sanctuary  until  the  early  ]iart  of 
1790,  the  Lord  was  pleased  to  pour  out  His  Spirit  upon  the 
people.  Many  became  the  subjects  of  sound  and  saving  con- 
version, and  many  others  were  signally  reformed,  and  the  little 
handful  of  spiritual  worshipers  were  much  encouraged  and 
strengthend.  I am  not  able  to  fix  the  year  of  this  revival, 
but  suppose  it  to  have  been  either  '83  or  \8L  It  is  fair  to 
infer  that  it  hastened  the  organization  of  the  church.  The 
subject  of  organizing  here  a church  of  Jesus  Christ  had  for  a 
considerable  time  been  one  of  much  deliberation  and  prayer 
both  on  the  part  of  the  congregation  and  neighboring  Minis- 
ters. And  doubtless  to  the  war  is  to  be  attributed  the  post- 
])onement  for  a decade  of  years  both  of  the  church’s  organi- 
zation, and  the  erection  of  a sanctuary. 

The  year  1781,  the  year  after  the  proclamation  of  peace  with 
Ureat  Britain,  is  memorable  for  the  formal  commencement 
of  your  ecclesiastical  existence.  On  the  3d  of  December  of 
this  3^'ar,  nearly'  six  years  after  the  formation  of  the  Society^ 
and  fourteen  years  before  the  Bloom li(‘ld  Church  was  or- 
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gailized,  the  people  convened  and  after  a sermon  by  tli9  Hev. 
Mr.  Cliapnian,  Matters  Being  Previonsh^  prepared,  A Clinreli 
was  Embodied  wliose  J^ames  were  subscribed  to  the  following 
Declaration 

We  Whose  iSTames  are  Under  writen  Living  at  tlie  Place 
called  Horse  Neck,  Being  this  Day  to  be  formed  or  Embodied 
as  a Church  of  Jesus  Christy  Do  Solemnly  Declare  that  as  we  do 
desire  to  be  founded  Only  on  the  Bock  Christ  Jesus,  So  we 
would  not  wish  to  Build  on  this  foundation,  AVood  Ilay  and 
Stubble,  but  Gold  and  Silver  and  Precious  Stones;  and  as  it 
is  our  profested  Sentiments  that  a Visible  Churcli  of  Christ, 
Consists  of  Visible  Believers  with  their  Cliildren,  lo  no  Adult 
Persons  Ought  to  be  Admitted  as  members  but  such  as  Credibly 
profess  True  Faith  in  Jesus  Christ,Love  Obedience  and  Sul)jec- 
tion  to  Him, Holding  the  Fundamental  Doctrines  of  the  Gospel, 
and  who  will  Solemnly  Enter  into  Covenant  to  AValk  AVorthy 
sncli  an  Holy  Profession  as  we  do  this  Day, in  Alanncr  and  Form 
as  follows  Then  occur  the  names  of  forty  persons,'  (the  bulk 


1.  Sec  first  page  of  Records  kept  by  Mr.  Grover. 

2.  The  names  are  given  in  the  following  order. 

Samuel  Crane, 

Joseph  Tomkins, 

Rody  Harrison, 

William  Gould, 

John  Gould, 

Ennis  Tomkins, 

Timothy  Dodd, 

Abram  Noe, 

Mary  Crane, 

Mchetable  Gould, 

Hannah  Noe, 

Martha  Speer, 

V Elizabeth  Baldwin, 
Thebe  Dodd, 

Dorcas  Gould, 

Ennis  Kierstcad, 

Anna  Martin, 

Nathan  Ward, 

Mary  Muchmore, 

Sarah  Baldwin, 

Susanna  Ward, 

John  Badgley, 

Silas  Baldwin, 

Samuel  Tomkin  s, 

Phebe  Crane, 

Aaron  Tomkins, 

Martha  Tompins, 

Mcthusalah  Baldwin, 

George  Personet, 

Jacob  Gallowa, 

Mary  Personet, 

Joseph  Harrison, 

Rachel  Gallowa, 

Thomas  Gould, 

Abigail  Smith, 

Deborah  Miller, 

Robert  Gould, 

Hannah  Tomkins, 
Martha  Wheaton 

William  Baldwin, 

Respecting;  the  twelfth  name  of  the  above  list,  Mr.  Thomas  Gould,  I insert  an 
obituary  notice  taken  from  the  Sentinel  of  Freedom,  on  tile  in  tlie  Historical  J.i- 
))rary,  Newark— At  Caldwell,  on  tlie  17th  Inst.  Fel).  ISni,  Mr.  Thomas  Gould  in 
the  99th  year  of  his  afje,  a surpri>ing;  instanee  ot  longevity;  lor  within  a few  days 
of  his  death  he  retained  his  bodily  and  mental  faculties  to  an  astonishing  degree, 
so  that  he  was  enabled  to  travel  on  Horseback  or  on  foot  to  a very  considerable 
distance  without  much  fatigue,  and  converse  on  alrno-t  anv  subject  without  any 
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of  them,  no  doubt,  from  the  Orange  Clmrch,  who  enrolled 
tliemselves  at  once  as  members,)  together  with  the  articles 
of  tlieir  confession  of  faith  and  corenantd  Here  it  may  l)e 
proper  in  passing  to  state  that  the  original  confession  and  co- 
venant continued  to  be  used  for  fifty-one  years,  and  that  the 
last  survivor  of  the  original  members  was  General  William 
Gould, ^ who  died  Februarv  12th  181:7,  in  his  ninetieth  year, 
liaving  served  the  church  in  the  capacity  of  Elder  for  tlie  re- 
markably long  period  of  sixty-three' 3’cars.  As  first  consti- 


manlfcst  marks  of  the  decay  of  any  of  his  mental  abilities  l lie  was  amon<>-  tlio 
first  founders  of  the  Church  of  Christ  in  Caldwell,  and  whilst  in  its  inlUntile  state 
distinguished  himself  by  taking  a deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  kingdom  of 
the  Redeemer,  through  whose  merits  we  humbly  hope  he  is  now  enjoying  the 
blessedness  of  the  saints  in  light  and  glory.  He  has  left  a numerous  train  of 
relatives  to  lament  his  death,  being  the  progenitor  of  two  hundred  and  seven 
persons,  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  of  whom  are  now  living,  lie  was  blessed 
while  living  with  the  joyful  sight  of  twenty  of  his  descendants  of  the  fifth  genera- 
tion. 

1.  Sec  Appendix  E. 

2.  General  Gould  was  a native  of  Caldwell.  During  the  Revolution  he  was 
frequently  in  active  sendee  in  defence  of  his  country.  lie  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Springfield  and  Monmouth.  In  1701,  was  with  General  Lee  in  his  expe- 
dition against  the  “whiskey  insurgents.’’  He  served  from  1S05-S  in  the  State 
Legislature-  As  an  officer  of  the  militia,  and  in  civil  life,  he  held  for  many  years  a 
prominent  place,  and  in  every  capacity  in  which  he  was  called  to  serve,  he  proved 
himself  worthy  of  the  respect  and  confidence  of  men.  He  was  a man  of  umines- 
tionable  integrity  and  remarkable  activity  and  efficiency.  In  all  the  relations  of 
life  in  which  he  stood,  he  was  an  honor  to  religion  and  humanity.  In  the  church 
of  which  he  was  so  long  a chief  pillar,  he  was  a ‘ bright  and  shining  light” — ever 
ready  to  engage  with  promptitude  and  energy  in  every  “work  of  faith  and  labor 
of  love.” 

Two  days  before  his  death  he  said  to  his  pastor:  “Sir,  I am  a very  unworthy 
sinner  If  I should  be  called  upon  to  answer  for  one  of  the  thousand  of  my  iniqui- 
ties, I should  be  forever  undone.  I see  the  uccessit}"  of  the  great  atoning  sacrifice 
as  I never  saw' it  before.  In  Chrid  Jesus  is  my  only  hope.  When  I look  at  my- 
self and  think  how  unw'orthy  I am,  I am  sometimes  doubtful  and  afraid.  But 
when  I look  upon  Christ  and  i-emark,  that  he  came  into  the  ^l:o^’Id  to  save  sinners 
who  put  their  trust  in  him,  I am  ready  to  say,  though  I go  down  into  t’.ic  valley 
of  the  shadow  of  death,  I will  fear  no  vvilP''  (From  an  obituary  notice  by  Rev.  S. 
L.  Tuttle,  in  the  IN'tvc  York  O^.v/V’cr,  ISlarch  1847.)  On  his  inomimcnl,  standing 
at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  church,  is  the  following : “ In  his  manner  ho  was 

dignified  and  courteous  ; amiable  and  tender  in  his  disposition,  and  industrious^in 
his  habits.  His  character  was  irreproachable,  and  as  remarkable  for  devotion  to 
his  country,  as  for  integrity  in  the  trusts  reposed  in  him;  a genuine  i>atriot,  a 
useful  citizen,  a true  Christian.  The  memory  (»f  his  virtues  will  long  b<>  a })re- 
cious  inheritance  t(i  his  numerous  descendants, 
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tilted  the  diurcli  Prebbyteriaii,  and  proceeded  at  once  to 
the  election  of  Elders  and  Deacons,  when  the  following  six 
individuals,  (a  large  niiinher  for  so  small  a church)  were  cf  o- 
sen  to  Avit:  George  Personct,  Joseph  ][arrison,  Aaron 

Tomkins,  and  William  Gould,  to  the  office  of  Elder ; and 
Samuel  Crane  and  Silas  Baldwin,  to  the  conjoint  offices  of 
Deacon  and  Elder. 

This  hirth-vear  of  the  church,  (the  year  that  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  State  of  Xew  Jersey  Avas  adopted,  Avliich  contin- 
ued in  force  for  sixty  years)  Avas  a most  memorable  one  for 
the  church  to  AAdiich  this  is  linked  by  more  ties  than  one,  viz, 
the  first  church  in  XeAvark,  then  one  hundred  and  eighteen 
years  old.  During  this  year  began  “a  A'ery  great  and  lasting 
revival  of  religion  in  that  congregation.”^  ‘^surpassing  in  the 
effusion  of  divine  influences  experienced  all  that  Avent  before 
it,  or  has  since  folloAved  it.  The  religious  declension  every- 
Aviiere  incident  upon  the  war  Avas  especially  felt  to  be  great 
in  that  congregation.  As  a result  of  this  revival.  hoAvevei*, 
the  Avhole  face  of  society  Avas  entirely  changed,  and  more 
than  one  hundred  souls  Avere  added  to  the  church.  But  it 
Avas  not  so  much  the  number  of  the  converts  as  the  deep  and 
universal  inlluence  of  the  heavenly  impulse,  among  a iieople 
comparatively  feAv,  that  gave  distinction  to  this  remarka- 
ble effusion  of  the  Divine  Spirit.” 

It  is  hardly  supposable,  (though  owing  to  loss  of  records, 
nothing  is  certainly  knoAvn,)  that  the  Orange  church  did  not 
share  in  that  refreshing.  Xor  can  avc  doubt  that  its  intluence 
reached  up  and  affected  for  good  this  ncAV  church  enterprise — ■ 
especially  as  it  is  knoAvn  that  ^fr.  Chapman  Avas  often  and 
A'ery  naturally,  at  that  time  among  the  people  here,  and  Dr. 
McWhorter  himself,  is  sjiid  to  ha\'c  visited  them. 

Among  the  names  of  those  Avho  ])rcaclied  here  and  admin- 
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istered  tLe  ordinaiiccs  uf  Baptitiiu  and  Lord's  Sii|)})or,  the 
during  the  interval  of  three  years  from  the  organization  of 
tlic  church  to  tlie  settlement  of  its  first  pastor,  I find  besides 
Mr.  Green  and  Mr.  Chapman,  the  names  of  Hev.  Joseph 
Gover  of  Parcipaiiy,  a Mr.  Jones,  (perliaps  Dr.  Jones  of 
Morristown,)  a Mr.  David  Baldwin,  a Mr.  Miller,  a Mr. 
John  Townley,  and  a Mr.  Shepherd. 

Mr.  Shepherd  Avas  the  first  stated  minister  em[)loyed  hei*e. 
Jle  Avas  a young  man  possessed  of  a lively  imagination,  and 
good  natural  parts,  and  came  from  Xew  England.  lie 
preached  his  first  sermon  liere  about  a fortnight  after  the  or- 
ganization of  the  church,  and  Avas  desirous  to  become  its  sta- 
ted pastor;  but  OAving  to  the  lack  of  unanimity  in  the  peo 
pic  in  their  attempts  to  settle  him — a lack  occasioned  by  the 
objectionable  manner  in  Avliich  he  put  forth  his  vicAvs  respect, 
ing  church  government,  after  a stay  of  six  months  he  de- 
parted— an  CA'ent  Avhich  subsequent  occurences  in  his  his- 
tory ai’e  said  to  have  proved  to  be  a very  kind  Providence. 
He  Avas  a very  decided  Congregation alist,  and  may  liavehad 
a part  in  bringing  about  the  change  in  the  form  of  govern- 
ment of  the  church.  In  October  of  1785,  ten  months  after 
tlie  organization  of  the  church,  the  congregation  formally 
adopted  the  Congregational  form  of  government,  and  under 
this  form  passed  the  first  forty-six  years  of  its  existence  ; viz, 
until  April  25th,  1831,  Avhen  it  became  Presbyterian  again, 
and  connected  itself  Avith  the  Presbytery  of  XcAvark,  of  Avhich 
it  still  forms  a part.  This  is  a convenient  place  to  iiote  in 
passing,  that  Avhen  the  Bloomfield  church  in  November  1812, 
formally  re-adopted  the  Presbyterian  form  of  church  gov- 
ernment, after  a brief  trial  of  Congregationalism  under  Bev. 
Abel  Jackson,  some  opposition  Avas  manifested,  and  ten  of 
the  members  of  that  church  AvithdreAV  and  connected  them- 
selves Avith  the  CaldAvell  church.  Among  these  Avas  Deacon 
Oliver  Crane. 


-■  


<*>  iktuda  ^Ai  ®"  J 
W ■ iii^#  .Tilti;  '■’'"j 

,;f 

Ktfo},. 


,^*".1 1^‘^|||.|^^^  att<«Jv-/i«‘i.iij,i.f...tVi.  -»Uilt  HI  oli|, 

'■  ^'  ji- '■*'  '■ ' ij:* '.S^  ’ ;i ; , . ^ ■ ' “'#  '''  *’1 

' -afc  wJ 'wip«jaf@B», 


||||fe 


)i^- 


©ill  1 


21 


On  the  lOtli  of  Februarv  1787,  the  Society  resolved  to 
change  the  name  of  llorseneck  for  that  of  Caldwell,  in  honor 
of  the  minister  of  tliat  name  already  mentioned.  By  his  uni- 
form and  paternal  kindness,  his  frequent  counsel  and  assist- 
tance,  not  less  than  by  his  eminent  patriotism,  he  had  won 
the  hearts  of  the  people.  In  addition  to  this  their  sym- 
pathies had  already  Ijeen  toiiclied  by  his  brutal  murder,  and 
that  of  his  noble  wife  ; in  casting  about  for  a better  name  for 
their  village,  it  was  only  natural  to  adopt  that  of  thi> 
distinguished  “ligliting  parson.'*  The  name  at  tirst  apj>lied 
only  to  tlie  bounds  of  tlie  congregation ; eleven  years  later  it 
was  given  to  the  Townslii[). 

It  is  a singular  fact,  not  a little  inconsistent  with  the  de- 
clared ])j*eference  of  the  church  for  Congregationalism,  that 
it  should  at  its  incorporation,  the  time  its  new  name  was 
adopted,  publish  itself  to  be  known  thereafter  by  the  name 
and  style  of  the  First  Preslfjlcrian  Church  of  Caldwell.*' 
It  is  true  the  church  shortly  after  this  connected  itself  with 
the  Morris  County  Presbytery,  and  it  had  ])erhaps  as  much 
right  to  denominate  itse  f Presbyterian  as  that  Presbytery 
had ; but,  I think,  no  more.  That  Presbytery  was  a seces- 
sion from  pure  Presbyterianism.  ‘‘  It  was  based  mainly  on 
the  principle  of  the  independency  of  the  local  church  ; al- 
though  combined  with  this  was  the  assumption,  that  the 
power  of  ordination  was  vested,  not  in  the  chnrcli,  but  in  the 
Presb^dery.^” 

It  originated  in  17S0,  with  Bev.  Jacob  Green,  was  mainly 
conlined  to  Morris  County,  and  was  dead  in  less  than  fifty 
years.'*  It  must  have  expired  some  time  before  this  church 
joined  the  Presbytery  of  Xewark. 

J.  (Jillett’s  History  of  the  Presbyterian  Cliurcli,  vol.  i,  p.  207. 

2.  It  ori;;inated  Ibe  still  extant  Morris  County  Society,  for  the  promotion  of 
Learninj^  and  Religion.  From  some  aceoimts  of  this  society  kept  by  (len.  Could, 
1 lind  the  interesting-  statement  that  Mr.  Grover  received  from  this  soeieiy  a loan 
of  forty-five  dollars,  Avith  Avhieh  to  finish  his  college  course  at  Dartmouth. 
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It  should  liavc  boon  slated  that  about  the  time  of  the 
ehureh'S  organization,  the  Society  erected  a lo<j  school-house  in 
the  open  space  immediately  opposite  the  present  scliool-house. 
It  fronted  south,  being  on  the  north  side  of  the  road,  which 
tlien  ran  near  the  brook  wliich  flows  through  the  premi- 
ses of  IVIr.  Provost.  In  this  house  many  of  the  meetings  were 
held  until  the  upper  room  of  tlie  parsonage  Avas  fitted  u])  for 
worsliip. 

On  the  third  of  August  ITST, — six  weeks  before  the  ado}>- 
tion  of  the  Constitution  of  tlie  United  States — the  congrega- 
tion having  occasionally  heard  as  candidate  during  the  j)re- 
vious  seven  months,  the  Pev.  Stephen  Grover,^  a native  of 
Tolland,  Connecticut,  and  a graduate  of  Dartmouth  College, 
who  had  just  completed  his  theological  studies  Avith  his 
brother,  Pev.  Joseph  GroA'er,  of  Parcipany,  determined  to 
‘\give  him  a call  for  settlement  in  the  ministry  in  this  place.*’ 
The  salary,  besides  a settlement  to  begin  Avith  of  one  hun- 
dred a.nd  eighty-seven  dollars,  and  the  use  of  a large  part  of 
the  land,  and  his  fire-AVOodJ  Avas  to  be  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  a year,  Avith  an  annual  increase  of  ten  dollars  until  it 
should  amount  to  Iavo  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  If  these 
figures  seem  small,  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  price  of 
a days  labor  Avas  three  sliillings  and  sixpence,  and  that  not 
many  years  before,  beef  cost  but  two  cents  a pound — as  late 
as  1833,  it  had  not  exceeded  four  or  five  cents  a pound.  The 
call  having  been  accepted  by  Mr.  Grover,  he  Avas  on  July 


1.  From  a mcmoriinuiim  of  Mr.  Grover'?,  it  appears  that  he  prcaehecl  his  tirsl 
sermou  from  Luke  13:5,  at  Colonel  rayiie’s,  Lebanon,  October  15Ui  178G,  bein;.;' 
twenty-eight  years  old.  lie  first  preached  here  on  the  Sabbath  of  January  7tli 
17S7,  from  Alatthew'  tPGO  and  John  3:Ci:,  being  his  twenty-eighth  and  twent}-- 
nintli  sermons, 

‘J.  Uuring  the  most  of  .Mr.  tirover'?  inini'lry  the  practice  of  “wood-getting” 
was  an  established  yearly  custom  in  the  congregation.  It  was  a gala  day,  and 
hailed  with  pleasure  by  all.  AVood  enough  wa>  u-nally  drawn  to  the  parsonage  to 
last  through  the  year.  A generous  supper  I'rovided  by  tlie  congregation  al- 
ways succeeded  the  day’s  labor,  nature'^  >upp!y  of  drink  being  amply  supple- 
mented by  cider  and  rum. 
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23d  of  the  following*  year — the  year  the  General  Assembly 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  held,  in  Philadelphia,  its  first  annual  meeting — so- 
lemnly ordained  to  the  Gospel  ministry,  and  took  the  ]nas- 
toral  charge  of  this  people,  who  were  thus  at  length  con- 
firmed in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  stated  ordinances  of  the 
Gospeld  From  the  formation  of  the  church  to  the  installa- 
tion of  Mr.  Grover,  the  church  had  been  increased  in  nu- 
merical strength  by  the  reception  of  ten  or  twelve  new  mem- 
bers— the  first  two,  named  Phoda  and  Hannah  Corby,  having 
been  received  the  second  Sabbath  after  tiie  organization. 
Soon  after  coming  here  Mr.  Grover  occupied  the  lower  por- 
tion of  the  parsonage,  where  he  continued  to  live  until  1S18, 
when  he  built  his  own  house  just  opposite  the  church,  in 
which  he  passed  the  rest  of  his  days.- 

This  is  the  proper  place  from  its  date  to  notice  the  estab- 
lishment of  a village  library.  On  the  2Sth  of  January  IT-Sb, 
the  congregation  resolved  upon  this  action  and  ap])ointed  Rev. 
Mr.  Grover,  Dr.  Cyrus  Pierson,  and  Mr.  Joseph  Gould,  jr.,  a 
committee,  to  procure  l)ooks  and  make  all  necessary  regula- 
tions res]>ecting  them.  A very  respectable  library  was 
obtained  and  opened  for  the  use  of  the  congregation.  It  was 
always  kept  in  the  village  near  the  church.  It  was  a stock 
concern,  owned  by  the  members  of  the  congregation.  It 
happened  to  be  in  the  hands  of  Deacon  Milliam  G.  Crane, 
when  it  ceased  to  secure  the  interest  of  the  community. 

Under  ^[r.  Grover’s  labor,  though  no  great  aAvakening  oc- 


1.  The  services  of  ordination  and  installation,  were  held  in  the  upper  room  ol 
tlie  parsonage-house,  Rev.  Jacob  Green  Avas  moderator;  Rev.  Joseph  Grover, 
preached  the  sermon  ; Rev.  Jebediah  Chapman  gave  the  charge  of  ofliec  ; Rev. 
David  Baldwin  and  John  ToAvnlcy,  also  assisted  in  the  ecrcmoniCH. 

Mr.  Grover  chose  to  have  his  oAvn  house,  and  the  I'arish  thought  it  Itetter 
for  their  interests  that  he  should.  He  therefore  bought  thirteni  acres  of  lain! 
and  built  for  himself;  the  parisli  agreeing  on  a new  basis  of  settlement  with  him, 
viz.:  tlie  yearly  salary  of  ,»ix  hundred  and  liftv  dollars. 
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ctirred  for  eiglit  or  nine  years,  considerable  additions  to  tlie 
number  of  sixty-eiglit,  were  made  from  time  to  time,  to  the 
communion  of  tlie  cliurcli ; wliile  tlie  regular  and  faithful 
ministrations  of  the  Gospel  and  its  ordinances,  produced  a 
decidedly  happy  reformation  in  general  manners  and  morals. 

It  soon  became  evident  that  tlie  upper-room  meeting-liouse 
was  entirely  too  small  for  tlie  accommodation  of  the  people, 
and  the  question  of  a suitable  Sanctuary  came  up  for  con- 
sideration. At  the  annual  meeting,  January  loth,  1702,' 
Mr.  Grover  ]:>reached  a sermon  on  the  importance  and  duty 
of  buildino;  a church,  takino*  for  his  text  Ila^.  1:1 — 0.  This 
awakened  a vigorous  and  united  resolution  in  the  minds  of 
the  people  to  rise  and  build.  At  first  it  was  decided  to  con- 
struct an  edifice  of  brick ; but  finally  determined  to  be  more 
for  the  interests  of  the  people  to  erect  it  of  wood.  It  was  re- 
solved to  obtain,  before  commencing  to  build,  subscriptions 
to  the  amount  of  twelve  hundred  pounds,  or  a pound  being 
twenty  shillings,  (Xew-York  currency)  about  three  thousand 
dollars. 

To  men  of  their  few  numbers,  and  limited  means,  this 
large  sum  must  have  worn  a truly  formidable  look.  It  was 
certainly  evidence  of  their  thoughtfulness  and  forecast.  I 
am  not  surprised  that  the  amount  was  soon  found  to  be  be- 
yond their  possibilities.  After  mature  deliberation  and 
prayer,  committees  were  appointed  to  go  abroad  and  solicit 
aid  from  contiguous  parishes.  Among  these  are  mentioned 
Morristown,  Boontown,  Acquackanonck,  Connecticut  Farms. 
Hanover,  Second  Hiver,  (or  Belleville,)  Yew-York,  Orange, 
Newark,  Elizabethtown,  and  Little  Ferry.  A considerable 
additional  amount  having  been  thus  secured,  the  work  of  erec- 
tion was  at  once  ])rocceded  with.*  In  the  early  S])ring  of 

1.  The  Pivsliytonan  C'liun'li  ol  Newark,  was  dedicatod  tin*  previous 

year. 

Lk  The  mauai^ers  ill  the  Iniildititi’ were  /ad<ie  Maldwiii,  (’yrus  Pi('rson,  and 
Zeuas  Crane. 
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1793,  the  timber  having  been  already  liewed  where  it  was  fel- 
led, was  drawn  from  the  forests,  free  permission  having  been 
given  to  select  anywhere  the  best  that  conld  be  found.  The 
young  pastor  evinced  liis  zeal  in  the  work,  not  only  bj’  a gener- 
ous subscription,  but  also  by  donning  the  laborer's  garb,  and  in 
common  with  the  rest,  hauling  the  hewn  logs  with  his  team 
of  oxen.  It  is  said  there  were  few  in  this  whole  townshijf 
who  did  not  lend  a lielping  hand  in  the  good  work.  In  the 
month  of  June,  the  same  year,  the  franW  of  the  house  in 
which  we  are  to-day  assembled,  was  raised.  The  jo^dul 
shouts  of  the  people,  on  that  memorable  day  were  mingled 
with  lamentations  in  the  pastor’s  house  over  tlie  death  of  his 
lirst-born  son. 

During  the  Summer  and  Fall  the  building  was  enclosed 
and  so  left  for  the  Winter. 

Scantiness  of  means'  in  the  following  year  ])revented  the 
prosecution  of  the  work ; but  in  the  Spring  of  1795,  further 
funds  liaving  been  obtained,  it  was  decided  to  push  it  forward 
to  completion.  The  subsequent  Fall  and  Winter  saw  the 
building  completed"’  with  the  exception  of  the  steeple.  This 
was  not  finished  until  18Ul,  when  the  house  was  first  painted. 
The  general  appearance  of  the  church  was  as  follows : The 

outer  doors  opened  directly  into  the  x)lace  of  worship.  There 
was  then  ]io  vestibule  to  the  church.  The  ascent  of  the  stairs 
was  ex])osed  to  the  view  of  all  the  congregation.  Where  the 


1.  It  required  forty  men  several  days  to  do  this  work.  They  ate  and  slejit 
nieauwlille  in  the  school-house.  Captain  Robert  Gould  was  the  head  carpen- 
ter. 

'2.  A hotter}’  was  resorted  to,  to  raise  funds.  This  was  not  an  uncommon  thine: 
in  tliose  days  in  the  interest  of  church  erection.  In  this  instance  it  tailed  of  it.s 
design. 

;h  As  a specimen  of  the  greater  oI)stacles  to  be  overcome  in  those  days,  was 
tlie  method  of  procuring  lime.  On  an  aj>])ointcd  day  (Aiigust  I7th  ITi'e,)  a large 
number  of  teams  went  down  to  Rergen  al  ter  shells,  with  which  they  returned  on 
the  third  or  fourth  day  after.  SiitUeient  wood  was  drawn  to  the  open  space  by  the 
ehurch,  at  1.5  shillings  per  cord,  to  eotistruet  a kiln,  and  there  the  shells  were 
converted  into  lime. 
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pulpit  now  stands,  tliougli  several  feet  liiglier,  was  the  ros- 
trupfij  about  the  size  of  a hogshead,  hoisted  up  on  a single 
pillar,  and  fastened  against  the  wall.  It  was  very  niudi 
covered  with  moulding  and  fancy  work.  Directly  over  it 
was  suspended  a curiously- wrought  sounding-board.  Just 
below  the  pul2)it  a large  square  pew  was  built,  in  which  it 
was  the  practice  of  the  Elders  and  Deacons  to  sit  on  Sab- 
bath. 

The  ceiling  was  about  eight  feet  higher  tlian  it  now  is,  and 
was  arched  over  in  the  center  very  nearly  to  tlie  peak  of  tlie 
roof,  and  made  to  support  itself  by  being  framed  into  tlie 
rafters.  In  the  east,  or  singers’  gallery,  were  three  entirely 
distinct  arches,  opening  only  towards  the  pulpit.  The  mid- 
dle of  these  was  occupied  by  the  singers,  wdiile  on  one  side 
sat  the  colored  males,  and  on  the  other  the  colored  females. 
(There  were,  let  it  be  remembered,  a considerable  number  of 
of  slaves  owned  by  the  early  settlers  of  this  region.) 

The  breast-work  of  the  gallery  was  very  high,  formed  of 
large  and  very  long  panels.  The  windows  were  not  [>ro- 
tected  either  by  blinds  or  curtains  of  any  kind.  Xothing 
within  or  without  the  church  had  a touch  of  paint  except  the 
pulpit.  The  floors  were  innocent  of  carpets,  and  the  breath- 
revealing  air  was  never  rarifled  by  either  of  those  modern 
agencies,  stoves  or  furnaces.  The  backs  of  the  pews  were 
exactly  perpendicular,  and  nearly  as  high  as  the  back  of  the 
occupant's  neck,  and  the  discomfort  of  sitting  in  them  was  in- 
creased by  a top-moulding,  projecting  several  inches  forwards. 
In  those  Puritan  days  it  evidently  was  not  the  intention  of 
church  builders  to  make  provision  for  sleepy  worshipers. 

On  Wednesday,  the  Cth  of  April,  1790,  four  years  before 
the  church  in  Ploomfleld  was  completed,  this  house  was  for- 
mally dedicated  to  the  service  of  God,  the  congregation 
meeting  in  it  for  this  purpose,  for  the  flrst  time.  An  im- 
mense assembly  was  convened,  tlie  church  being  filled  to 


j8  'f.J  i>,ie  :ri-  „ , ' 

rmi^t  bi:ft  -^mhln.xn  itbv 

■■  ■; 

' " ' ■ ■ . ■'  ' ■ ■ - • - iV'.  r/u'ru] 


' 'Ai  bUriAs 

• A'A,i'  hfyn  O'-r'Mi't  h; 

' ^ ' , *o!ijKl  b'nA>lAA  .0(1)  jjjs, 

" :n^dT} 

.'  ' * ' /Vi  -,r^o  ^:^>7,:Af;. 

’ '***  'Miff/  ■ ■;.{'][■' 

'„  A.' .;  vf«//  IfM):  '«vTr,'’ 

'■  ’ '.'.'Ojlilv/  -JO  ,i^.^);'■;,• 

' -'‘'-h  Oi!T  Ji^,;:;,- 

' at  r'/';v/  tui 

' •'  ''  ’A(  'Aj 

' ' y '■•  ■ ■'■  ^1' Jii<fi<i'|-p><; 

' ^ oi,.iii  :,l 

' i - '-'A  ^ i ■ 

' ■'’"  ''A'"  -7  7f[jO.M 

-■'■‘>j  tii^i  J *14 ;j  ij  111 


27 


overHuwirig.  A cuiiipany  uf  t^iiigurs  fruiii  Bluouitiuld, 
where  Mr.  Grover  oeeadioiuilly  preached,  Avas  present,  and 
assisted  ill  the  praises  of  the  occasion,^  and  a large  number  of 
strangers  Avere  draAvn  hither  to  the  iiiterestiiur  services.  The 

Cj 

Pastor  preached  an  appropriate  dedicatory  sermon  from 
eighth  verse  of  132nd  Psalm  : 

Arise,  0 Lord,  into  thy  rest;  thou,  and  the  ark  of  thy  strcni^tli.” 

All  Avho  Avere  present  agreed  in  their  description  of  the 
extraordinary  interest  of  the  scene.  It  Avas  a day  the  liappy 
and  poAverful  intluence  of  Avhich,  has  never  yet  been  lost 
upon  the  congregation.  Great  Avere  the  desires  of  the  peo- 
ple that  day  breathed  forth,  that  this  house  might  be  tln^ 
])irth-place  ot‘  souls.  How  signally  have  those  fervent  long- 
ings been  ansAvered  ! Just  after  the  dedication,  as  the  pastor 
Avas  conversing  in  the  evening  Avith  his  Avife  upon  the  favor- 
ableness of  the  time  for  a reviA'al  or  religion,  they  heard  the 
shutting  of  the  parsonage  gate,  and  a timorous  knock  14)011 
the  door  folloAved,  Avdiicli  proved  to  be  that  of  an  anxious 
soul,  come  to  talk  about  his  eternal  interests.  In  a short 
time  after,  to  use  the  Avords  of  the  pastor,  ‘‘the  Lord  cov- 
ered the  house  and  its  builders,  together  Avith  their  otfspring, 
under  the  shadoAV  of  his  Avings.  In  June  folloAving,  it 
pleased  the  Lord  to  begin  a glorious  A\*ork  of  grace.  Seri- 
ousness appeared  among  the  people  in  general,  and  se\'eral 
])ersons  Avere  struck  under  great  convictions  and  concern 
about  their  souls,  and  became  ho[)efully  converted.  Tliese 
appeared  like  the  tirst  droppings  before  a mighty  shoAver. 
In  July  and  August  tlie  concern  became  general  in  the  con- 


1.  The  Psalms  sunu;  Avere  the  13'Jiul,  1st  part,  L.M. 

“Where  shall  Ave  to  seek  and  timl 
An  habitation  for  our  God.” — I'lnu',  Civil  Amusement, 
Psalm  122,  Od  Part,  S.  P.  M. 

“ IIoAV  pleased  and  blessed  Avas  x\mity. 

Psalm  ti3d,  C.  M. 

“Early  my  God  Avithout  delay.”— Montgomery. 
The  ehapter  read  Avas  I.  Kin^s,  8, 
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gregiitioii.  All  classes  were  affected,  and  all  iiieetings  among 
the  youth  were  turned  into  solemn  meetings  lor  prayer.” 
house,”  adds  Mr.  Grover,  “instead  of  the  tav^ern  was 
resorted  to,  and  impiiring  souls  truly  flocked  around  this 
house  of  the  Lord,  as  doves  flock  to  their  windows  before  a 
rising  storm.  Some  bowed  down  under  the  deepest  sense  of 
their  guilt  and  misery,  and  others  rejoiced  in  redeeming  love. 
In  September  the  work  seemed  like  a mighty  torrent  and  to 
bear  down  all  before  it.  As  for  those  who  were  not  deeidy 
affected,  their  mouths  were  mostly  stopped.  It  appeared  ac- 
cording to  the  best  calculation,  that  for  about  six  weeks 
three  souls  a day  were  brought  to  rejoice  in  the  Lord.  As  a 
result  of  this  revival,  at  the  communion  in  October,  ninety- 
live  persons  were  admitted  to  the  church — all  of  whom  had 
hopefully  experienced  a work  of  grace  upon  their  hearts, 
since  the  previous  coinmuiiion  in  July,  thirty-two  of  whom 
were  baptized.  The  following  January,  (1797)  forty-six  more 
were  added  as  the  fruit  of  the  continued  revival ; and  for 
several  successive  communions  large  accessions  were  made  to 
the  church.  These  things  done  for  our  Zion  in  the  days  of 
her  espousals,  were  noised  abroad,  and  drew  many  from  a dis- 
tance all  around,  to  behold  the  wonders  of  redeeming  love  ; 
some  to  rejoice,  and  some  to  speculate  ; but  many  were  woun- 
ded by  the  way,  and  returned  with  bleeding  hearts.”’  At  the 
time  of  the  dedication,  the  number  of  church  members  was 
one  hundred  and  eighteen.  Ily  the  close  of  1797,  there  were 
probably  over  three  hundred.  From  this  time  the  church  be- 
came one  of  the  most  important  and  influential  in  this  section 
of  the  country,  and  has  continued  to  enjoy  at  irregular  in- 
tervals, from  that  time  to  the  present,  very  marked  mani- 
festations of  the  special  blessings  of  God. 

The  bounds  of  the  congregation  (for  English  settlers)  exten- 

1.  From  ii  tliauks^iviu!;*  sermon  prcadiocl  by  Mr,  Orover,  December  <!Ui  1707, 
IVom  I.  Sam'l  7:12. 
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cled  to  Fairfield  and  Little  FalL  on  the  north,  We?t-Blooin- 
tield  on  the  east,  ]S"orthtield  on  the  soutli,  and  Fine  Brook  on 
tlie  west ; and  it  embraced  most  of  the  people  residing  witliin 
this  circumference. 

During  the  following  eight  years  the  church  received  sev- 
enty additional  persons  upon  profession  of  their  faith,  twenty 
being  received  at  one  time,  in  180f3,  besides  a very  consider- 
erable  number  by  letter. 

In  the  course  of  the  Winter  of  1805-6,  the  church  was 
again  most  powerfully  revived,  the  effusions  of  the  8[)irit 
excelling  in  power  and  fruitful  results  the  precious  revival  of 
1T96-T.  It  Avas  a time  of  very  deep  convictions  of  sin.  The 
church  became  crowded  with  anxious  and  impiiring  souls, 
and  very  many  were  hopefully  converted  to  (rod. 

The  ingathering  in  the  following  June,  from  this  harvest, 
amounted  to  one' hundred  and  fifty-two  souls;  of  Avhoni,  so 
far  as  I know,  the  only  survivors  are  Ilev.  Abner  Brundage, 
now  living  in  Montclair,  nearly  eighty-two  years  old,  and 
Mr.  G.  P.  Martin,  still  Avith  us  in  his  eighty-fourth  year,  and 
in  the  fortieth  year  of  his  Eldership.  The  scene  connected 
Avith  the  admission  of  this  great  number  is  spoken  of  as  one 
of  verv  great  interest  and  solemnitv.  So  croAvded  Avas  the 
church  that  the  aisles  were  occupied,  and  the  candidates  Averc 
obliged  to  rise  at  their  seats  throughout  the  house,  and  in 
this  Avay  assume  their  covenant  obligations.  A throng  of 
spectators  witnessed  from  the  gallery  the  solemn  and  affecting 
scene,  and  very  many  persons  Avere  present  from  abroad.  (A 
helpful  mnemonic  for  this  year  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  it 
was  the  year  1806  that  Fulton’s  steam  vessel  made  its  a[>- 
pearance.)  From  this  time  for  fifteen  or  twenty  years  the 
church  Avas  usually  very  much  croAvded  on  the  Sabbath.  It 
Av^as  with  difficulty,  oftentimes,  that  the  congregation,  in  fair 
weather,  could  be  comfortably  seated. 

As  other  churches  in  the  toAvnship  came  to  be  organized  and 
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putssessed  of  lioiibcs  of  worship,  this  church  was  of  course  re- 
lieved. 

The  Methodist  church  in  Clinton,  was  organized  in  1822 — 
takinir  several  nienibers  from  this  church.  Two  rears  later 
their  house  of  worship,  as  also  that  of  Gentreville,  was 
built. 

The  church  at  Pine  Brook  was  organized  about  1830,  and 
held  services  for  a long  time  in  the  school-house.  Their 
church  was  built  184-1.  The  church  in  Yerona  was  organized 
February  1833,  and  in  the  Summer  of  1834,  dedicated  their 
house  of  worship.  In  1838,  the  AVest  Bloomtield  church  was 
organized,  which  also  had  a few  members  from  our  roll. 
The  Baptist  church  in  Caldwell  is  about  twenty  years  old. 

In  the  Spring  of  1814,  the  Lord  graciously  remembered 
this  branch  of  his  Zion  again,  and  in  July  following,  sixty- 
one  persons  made  a public  profession  of  their  faith  in  Christ. 
Among  these  were  Mr.  Joseph  Personett,  still  living  in  his 
cighty-lifth  year,  and  Mr.  Jared  F.  Harrison,  for  thirty-one 
years  an  honored  Elder  in  this  church,  who  died  eight  years 
ago  last  July.  It  was  during  this  time  that  the  second  war 
with  Great  Britain  occurred.  From  the  Seiituid  of  Freedom^ 
for  September  13th  1814,  I find  the  statement  that  when,  at 
this  time,  three  thousand  Jersey  Blues  assembled  at  Paulus 
Hook — as  Jersey  City  was  then  called — to  repel  British  inva- 
sion, Pev.  Stephen  Grover  of  Caldwell,  is  mentioned  as  their 
Chaplain. 

During  the  six  following  years,  sixty-three  additional 
names  were  placed  upon  the  roll  of  the  Church.  On  the  1st 
of  January  1810,^  the  society  made  its  first  movement  to- 
wards selling  the  seats  at  auction,  in  order  to  raise  the  sal- 
ary. This  met  with  strenuous  opposition  at  first,  but  at  length 


1.  During-  this  year,  as  sliowu  from  an  old  aeeomit-book  Iccpt  by  Mr.  Cyrus 
Crane,  a large  number  of  Bibles  was  distributed  by  the  Westville  Bible  and  Traet 
Soeiety. 
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on  the  1st  of  January  1817,  it  was  carried.  Two  years  af- 
terwards, this  plan  was  defeated,  but  returned  to  in  the  fol- 
lowing year,  from  which  time  it  is  believed  to  have  been  the 
prevalent  practice.  In  January  1822,  the  vestibule  was  par- 
titioned off  as  it  now  appears,  and  the  ceiling,  which  had 
begun  to  spread,  was  supported  by  columns,  resting  on  the 
ground  floor — an  arrangement  which  added  nothing  to  the 
architectural  effect  of  the  interior  of  the  church. 

Sometime  during  the  year  1823,  the  (congregation  sold  the 
original  parsonage  house  and  lot  to  Mr.  Calvin  S.  Crane. 
By  him  it  was  enlarged  and  occupied  as  a boarding-school, 
until  the  year  of  his  death,  in  1837.  llis  school  became  one 
of  the  most  popular  in  the  State,  and  at  one  time  contained 
upwards  of  about  fifty  boarding-scholars,  besides  several  day 
scholars. 

The  Parish  appropriated  the  north  gallery  of  the  church 
to  Mr.  Crane’s  school,  which  no  doubt  accounts  for  the  fa(*t 
that  it  has  been  less  freely  occupied  than  the  opposite  one. 
Mr.  Crane’s  premises  were  not  again  used  for  school  purjx>ses 
until  1843,  when  they  were  rented  to  Pev.  Brown  Emerson, 
of  Torringford,  Connecticut;  who  occupied  tliem  until  1847, 
when  they  were  purchased  by  Dr.  Maynard,  for  a private 
residence.  j\lr.  Emerson,  on  leaving  here,  removed  his  scdiool 
to  Belleville. 

During  the  Spring  and  Summer  of  1825,  the  church  was 
blessed  with  the  experience  of  another  i*evival,the  fruit  of  which 
among  the  hitherto  impenitent  was  the  ingathering  of  thirty- 
three  of  their  number  into  the  communion  of  the  chureli. 
Stoves  were  first  introduced  into  the  churcdi  in  the  Winter  of 
1828.  It  is  hard  for  us,  ac'customcd  to  comfort  as  we  are,  to 
realize  how,  for  thirty-two  winters,  our  ancestors  could  hav(' 
worshiped  God  with  profit,  without  artificial  heat. 

In  the  year  1S28 — owing  to  the  advanced  age  of  Mr.  Gi-o- 
ver — the  congivgation  obtainc(l  as  colleague  or  assistant,  tlic 
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Rev.  Robert  B.  Canfield,  a recent  graduate  of  Auburn  Tlie- 
ological  Seminary,  and  licentiate  of  Cayuga  Presbytery.  He 
entered  upon  his  labors  in  July  1828,  only  remaining,  how- 
ever, for  the  period  of  six  months,  when  he  left  to  accept  au- 
otlier  field  of  labor.^ 

On  the  1st  of  January  1830,  the  labors  of  Mr.  Grover, 
proving  too  severe  for  his  increasing  infirmities,  the  congre- 
gation decided  to  settle  a stated  colleague. 

On  the  17th  of  May  1830,  Rev.  Baker  Johnson,  a native 
of  Littleton,  Xew  Jersey,  and  a recent  licentiate  of  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Newark,  was  heard  as  a candidate,  and  in  January 
1831,  having  labored  here  meanwhile,  he  was  unanimously 
called  to  a permanent  settlement  over  the  church.  lie  ac 
cepted  the  call  on  condition,  that  in  addition  to  his  salary, 
(four  hundred  dollars)  he  should  be  furnished  with  a dwelling- 
house,  and  was  soon  after  ordained  and  installed  as  the  co- 
pastor with  Mr.  Grover. 

The  present  parsonage-house  was  begun  this  year  andcom- 
jdeted  in  the  Spring  of  1832,  at  a cost  of  nearly  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollai’s.  It  was  immediately  thereafter  occupied  by  ^fr. 
Johnson.’ 


1.  Mr.  Canfield,  informs  the  writer,  that  in  August  1826,  after  laboring;  in  a re- 
vival in  Springfield,  during  his  first  seminar}'  vacation,  he  met  Mr.  Cyrus  Crane 
n Newark,  who  urged  him  to  accompany  him  to  Caldwell,  and  preach.  He  did 
so.  At  about  half-past  8 o’clock  r.  m.,  the  bell  was  rung,  and  ten  or  twelve  per- 
sons gathered  in  the  school-house.  They  were  much*movcd  by  the  news  of  Cod’s 
dealings  in  Springfield,  and  welcomed  Mr.  Canfield  to  Caldwell  and  their  families. 
He  at  once  began  to  visit  from  house  io  house,  and  to  hold  meetings  in  the 
school-houses.  The  result  was,  a “general  awakening  among  all  classes  to  the 
momentous  interest  of  the  soul,  and  the  things  of  eternity,”  and  many  were  led 
to  Christ  and  saved.  After  spending  several  weeks  here.  Mr,  Canfield  returned 
to  the  Seminar}'.  The  next  year,  (1827)  he  also  spent  a part  of  his  vacation  here. 
In  June  1828,  he  was  invited  as  stated  above,  to  become  Mr.  Grover's  colleague, 
lie  adds  “My  association  with  Father  Grover  Avas  always  pleasant  and  tender, 
and  we  labored  most  harmoniously  together  to  the  last  of  my  residence  in  Cald- 
well, I parted  in  peace  and  kindness  with  the  church,  Mr.  Grover,  and  every 
individual,”  The  greater  part  of  his  ministerial  life  has  lieen  spent  in  the  Sec- 
retaryship of  the  A.  S.  8.  Union. 

2.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  the  oldest  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Raruabas  King,  so  many 
years  ]>astor  of  the  Rresbyterian  elmreh,  at  Rockaway. 
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On  the  25th  of  April  1831,  the  Ilev.  Gideon  N.  Judd,  of 
Bloomfield,  being  present  as  Moderator,  the  Society  resolved 
to  change  its  form  of  government  and  to  request  the  Presby- 
tery of  ISTewark  to  receive  the  church  and  congregation  un- 
der their  care.  To  this  request  the  Presbytery  at  once  ac- 
ceded. On  the  12th  of  May  following,  the  congregation  met, 
and  after  an  hour  of  prayer  for.  Oivine  direction,  elected  the 
following  Elders,  viz.:  Calvin  S.  Crane,  George  P.  Martin, 

Samuel  Harrison,  Pufus  Harrison,  l^athaniel  S.  Crane,  Wib 
liam  Gould,  (who,  you  remember,  had  already  been  elected  for- 
ty-seven years  before,  at  the  organization  of  the  church,)  and 
Jared  F.  Harrison,  to  the  office  of  Puling  Elder,  David  Min- 
tonye, Henry  S.Harrison  and  Jonathan  Provost,  Caleb  Crane, 
David  Harrison,  and  Samuel  Perry,  to  the  office  of  Deacon ; 
wdio  were  all  shortl}^  afterwards  ordained.  It  is  a curious 
fact  that  just  after  this,  a grossly,  intemperate  member  of  the 
church,  when  proceeded  against  for  his  immoralities,  en- 
deavored to  shelter  himself  from  tlie  judgment  of  the  session, 
by  denying  that  he  had  ever  consented  to  the  change  in  the 
form  of  government. 

It  is  deserving  of  mention  liere,  that  at  this  date 
the  session  of  the  church  resolved  themselves  into  a Temper- 
ance Society,  auxiliary  to  the  Essex  County  Temperance  So- 
ciety, and  drew’  iq),  (it  is  in  the  handw’riting  of  General 
Gould)  a constitution  wdiich  was  subscribed  by  nearly  one 
hundred  persons,— all  being  males.  (The  document  is  in  the 
hands  of  Samuel  Crane.)  By  that  instrument,  ardent  spirits 
W’ere  proscribed  as  hurtful,  not  to  be  provided  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  friends,  nor  to  be  used  at  all,  except  as  a medi- 
cine. Cider,  beer,  and  wune,  Avere  not  to  be  drunk  to  excess, 
under  penalty,  after  tw’o  or  three  admonitions,  of  expulsion  ! 
Eor  the  times,  this  Avas  a decidedly  forAvard  step. 

This  year  the  church  enjoA'cd  another  large  spiritual  re- 
freshing, and  receiA’ed  thirty-seven  neAv  members  to  its  com- 


5 


mmmi 


'"If ' j 

rtw^teirt  7toi«)S''flp  jw%!ttdirti||^ 

^•«i*0‘t^'rnli  bfte  iJWUwVi*oj*1i(^|||fi|jp^'ogd^  oJ^ 


»1  ^n»»f  ,:r  .— - ---  -.V— fi 

4iy,row^  .8'-feiiwB*K,^  «ig»»  ^«iTwii‘.'iutftt^  ^ 

■|f|;Wi;>.‘»fo  ■ 'S 

mUto  €k$5wtfliill  ,'5  1^1*1 

'&abt 


t»«i>  |ii 'ja«iMte>..«(0Lottfe»i»«Mw  il^^t^lfttf*.s«^i»b  It® 

§i'.fcsS.  /vllfa. 

mfj0  ivmxuji 


i^hteB.'Oyti>l  tarfJmw , Wtoy»  i!oyi*&;  ocFl 


JC5i 


34 


munioiij  among  whom  were  the  Kev.  David  H.  Pierson, 
(then  but  thirteen  years  old,)  Elder  M.  S.  Canfield,  and  Dea- 
con Asher  Crane.  In  the  following  year  fifteen,  and  in  the  next 
year  fifty-one  more  Avere  entered  upon  its  roll  of  communi- 
cants. 

During  the  summer  of  1833,  Mr.  Johnson  having  declared 
his  unwillingness  to  serve  the  congregation  longer  in  the 
capacity  of  assistant,  requested  the  Church  to  unite  Avith  him 
in  asking  Presbytery  to  dissolve  his  pastoral  relation  to  this 
charge.  Having  tried  in  vain  to  induce  him  to  change  his 
mind,  they  granted  his  request,  as  likeAvise  did  Presbytery, 
and  he  at  once  relinquished  his  labors  here  after  the  very 
brief  but  successful  pastorate  of  three  years.^  During  his 
stay  the  roll  of  church  members  Avas  increased  by  the  addition 
of  one  hundred  and  three  names. 

In  October  folloAving,  Mr.  Grover  having  reached  his 
seventy-sixth  year,  and  being  no  longer  able  to  perform  the 
duties  required  by  the  demands  of  so  large  a parish,  and  it 
being  difficult  to  secure  a minister  Avilling  to  be  settled  simply 
as  colleague,  the  congregation  obtained  their  pastor’s  consent 
to  retire  from  the  cliarge  of  the  Church  altogether  upon  a fixed 
annuity,  to  be  paid  until  his  death.  The  pulj)it  thus  became 
vacant.  At  the  time  of  this  relinquishment,  Mr.  Grover 
was  universally  beloved  by  his  people,  Avith  Avliom  he  had 
lived  as  pastor  for  forty-six  years.  Here,  too,  he  spent  the 
remaining  tliree  years  of  his  life  in  unabated  regard  for  his 
people,  and  enjoying  to  the  last  the  proofs  of  their  love  and 
A^eneration. 

For  the  next  six  months  the  Church  Avas  Avithout  a pastor, 
depending  for  its  preaching  upon  occasional  supplies  and 
candidates  for  settlement.  After  failing  in  an  efibrt  to  obtain 


1.  After  leaving  here  Mr.  Johnson  went  to  Greenville,  N.  Y.  on  the  Hudson, 
remaining  there  till  1841,  when  here  moved  to  Strousburg  and  Smithtield,  near  the 
Delaware  AVater  Gap— He  is  now  in  Wiseonsin, 


'%b(i  bffft-'t.ro 

*%  « ' , ”'5!  ■' 

izofi  offt  al  bi*» 


W '.iW  ttSp*  ’ hmt^l^'<:HMl^^<mii&<  tM»o-'cW  t "'^tc  ’ 




;«t; 


lUtll 


».IJ  giliiil|<<'S^ia»« 


,ai 


!)■•(>#< 


niM-  flt  bant-sniTAlP'  .9||^ " 4 


"^n!>£iHlp4«i»v  sS^'i^O' 9Jino}ie<i/lkft|iifenay^ 
*'iijiilJf»b6.S'-'tcf  oj!J -X<^‘'’  ' ; ■','; 


jjt  ^ W'-  ' '-'it  ' ■ 'i%.  ■ ^ '" 

' '''‘"  iifi!;  X 


“'li'  ibaima^^d&t’xd  Imthh^  saJitffa 

AiaaiWj,  8^io?«^  tiarftite^Nido 

J^fcl  0*)^ 


a«  ifoaw^,  .taW  |dia4ta,,*^  Iwrf  oilj  ^l'| 

SrtfaJdto'Sf'  A^slPwA 

S'^'iLW”' ■'■'-  ’■'  • '.r  li..  .„  ,1W*w.il/d 


35 


the  Rev.  E.  R.  Fairchild,  pastor  of  a clmrch  in  ^Vantage,  Sussex 
Co.,  on  the  twelfth  of  May,lS3d,  the  congregation  unanimously 
extended  a call,  to  become  their  pastor,  to  Hev,  lUchard  F. 
Cleveland^  recently  licensed  to  preach,  and  then  living  in 
Baltimore,  Maryland.  This  call  he  accepted  and  in  the  en- 
suing summer  he  was  regularly  installed  in  the  pastoral  office 
over  this  people. 

About  this  time  the  congregation  received  from  the  estate 
of  Major  IS’athaniel  Crane  of  AVest  Bloomfield,  a legacy  of 

five  hundred  dollars.  18202G7 

This  year  is  likewise  memorable  for  a very  material  change 
in  the  church’s  confession  of  faith  and  covenant.  Tlie 
original  ones,  as  has  been  mentioned,  had  been  in  use  about 
fifty  years.  The  new  ones  were  in  use  eleven  years. 

I find  in  the  records  of  the  next  year  an  item,  which,  now 
that  slavery  no  longer  exists  in  our  land,  is  interestiiig  as 
showing  the  ground  taken  by  this  church  at  that  time  on  this 
subject. 

“ A circular  from  the  Anti-Slavery  Society  of  Massachusetts, 
addressed  to  the  churches  was  laid  before  session  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Grover.  It  was  resolved  unanimously  that  the  said  circular 
be  read  to  the  church  without  note  or  comment,  and  the 
speedy  and  peaceful  termination  of  slavery  be  commended 
to  their  prayers.” 

On  June  22d  of  the  next  year,  1S3G,  in  his  78th  year,  and 
almost  fifty  years  from  the  time  of  his  first  sermon  here,  the 
venerable  and  venerated  pastor  and  spiritual  father  of  the 
church,  suddenly  fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  whose  messages  of  love 
he  liad  so  long,  and  faithfully,  and  successfully  proclaimed. 
He  retired  as  usual  to  rest  at  night,  and  was  found  dead  in 


1.  Mn  Cleveland  was  a native  of  Connecticut,  a relative  of  Dr.  Cox,  and  was 
teaching  near  Baltimore  when  licensed.  After  leaving  Caldwell  he  settled  in 
Fayetteville,  Onondaga  Co.  N.  Y.  lie  afterwards  became  District  Secretary  of  A. 
II.  M.  Society,  them  Bastor  of  a Church  near  Utica.  A son  of  his  has  in-eached 
in  Caldwell. 
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liis  bed  in  the  morning.  His  death  was  caused,  it  is  thought, 
by  apojjlexy.  A great  concourse  of  people  attended  Ids 
funeral.  Hev.  Dr.  Ilillyer  of  Orange,  the  oldest  surviving 
Minister  in  Hewark  Presbytery,  preached  on  the  occasion, 
from  the  text,  “Your  Fathers,  where  are  they?  and  the 
prophets  do  they  live  forever  ?”  Pev.  Mr.  Condit  formerly 
of  Hanover,  also  assisted  in  the  exercises.  These  Clergymen 
had,  like  Mr.  Grover,  and  cotemporaneously  with  him,  en- 
joyed long  pastorates  in  their  respective  fields  of  labor.  Several 
other  ministers  and  many  strangers  were  also  present.  He 
was  buried  just  back  of  his  pulpit,  and  among  large  numbers 
of  the  flock  to  whom  he  had  so  often  preached  of  Christ,  the 
resurrection  and  the  life. 

From  Mr.  Canfield’s  impressions,  kindly  given  me  at  my 
request,  I extract  the  following  : 

“ Mr.  Grover  was  a man  of  great  urbanity,  sociability  and 
kindness.  He  was  a ready  and  fluent  speaker,  shrewd,  wise, 
and  a keen  judge  of  human  nature ; a faithful  and  successful 
minister  of  Jesus  Christ,  in  short,  a true  Christian  gentleman.” 

From  the  inscription  on  his  monument  I quote  the  follow- 
ing. “ As  a pastor  he  was  devoted  and  faithful ; as  a preacher 
ardent  and  pathetic,  and  in  all  his  social  relations  kind  and 
affectionate ; having  finished  his  work  he  fell  asleep.  (The 
widow  of  Mr.  Grover  survived  him  eleven  years  reaching 
almost  her  eighty-eighth  year.) 

A few  weeks  before  his  death,  Mr.  Grover  recorded  with 
his  own  hand,  the  interesting  fact,  that  during  his  ministry 
alone,  between  twelve  and  thirteen  hundred  persons  had 
united  themselves  with  this  church. 

It  was  not  simple  justice,  but  truthful  and  eloquent  eulogy, 
to  place  on  yonder  marble  tablet,  respecting  this  honored  ser- 
vant of  God,  indicating  as  it  docs,  his  imperishable  influence 
in  this  community,  “ He  being  dead  yet  speaketh.”’ 


1.  Daring  the  greater  part  of  I\rr.  Grover’s  ministry, jj  it  was  his  (aiul  a general) 
practice,  to  visit  tlie  schools  oflhe  inirish  and  eat<‘chi/e  the  children  as  often  as 
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Ot  wliat  remains  to  complete  tliis  discourse,  I will  aim  to 
speak  with  brevity,  inasmuch  as  the  subsequent  history  of  the 
church  is  not  so  remote  as  to  he  out  of  the  memory  of  more 
than  a few,  and  the  materials  for  its  future  delineation  are 
abundant. 

In  the  Spring  of  1837,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Clark,  an  Evangelist, 
having  labored  here  with  Mr.  Cleveland,  for  several  weeks, 
the  church  ^vas  blessed  with  another  considerable  awakening. 
At  the  two  following  communions,  the  church  received  sev- 
enty-tive  members  into  fellowship.  Among  those  converted 
at  that  time,  though  he  united  with  the  church  in  Bloomfield, 
was  the  Rev.  Oliver  Crane,  who  went  in  1819  as  a Mission- 
ary to  the  Armenians,  and  now  resides  in  Montclair.  Three 
hundred  Bibles  and  Testaments  were  distributed  through  the 
parish  this  year.  In  this  year  also,  (August  25th,)  three  ad- 
ditional Elders  and  five  Deacons,  were  elected  and  ordained, 
only  three  of  whom  remain,  viz.:  Messrs.  Provost,  Lane,  and 

Van  Gieson.  The  following  year  seventeen  persons  were 
added  to  the  church. 

During  the  year  1839,  the  church  was  thoroughly  remod- 
elled and  repaired.  The  wdiole  interior  of  the  building  was 
taken  out,  the  frame  of  the  steeple  and  the  house  strength- 
ened, a new  roof  put  on,  the  ceiling  lowered,  (a  new  system 
of  supporting,  allowing  the  removal  of  the  columns,)  new 
chimneys  laid,  a new  truss-gallery  built,  new  seats  made,  as 
also  a new  and  lower  pulpit,  and  the  entire  structure  within, 
fashioned  and  arranged  anew — the  same  indeed,  as  vou 
see  it  to-day,  with  the  exception  of  the  carpeting,  the  grain- 


practicable.  Parents  very  generally  required  their  children  to  memorize  the  Cat- 
echism, the  invaluable  formulary  of  the  Westminster  divines  being  in  employ. 
No  ill  clfects  from  thus  combining  tlic  secular  and  doctrinal  have  ever  been  left 
on  record,  and  the  writer  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  abolition  of  this  custom, 
through  the  introduction  of  the  Sabbath-schools,  is  so  far  forth  a departure  from 
the  “good  old  way.”  While  a return  to  the  practice  may  not  now  be  feasible, 
it  would  be  a kindness  to  our  children  if  they  were  taught  this  unexcelled  sum- 
mary of  Christian  doctrine. 
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ing  and  papering,  and  removal  of  the  pulpit,  and  lowering 
of  the  platform,  whicli  were  done  fourteen  months  ago.  This 
work  was  completed  in  the  Fall  of  that  year,  at  a cost  a lit- 
tle over-  twenty-two  thousand  dollars,  all  but  twenty  dollars 
of  wdiich  w^as  subscribed  before  the  work  was  done.  The  la- 
dies furnished^  the  church,  and  procured  the  blinds,  {i.  e.) 
those  at  the  sides  of  the  pulpit,  and  those  under  the  the  gal  • 
leries.  Those  in  tlie  South  gallery  they  obtained  in 
18tt4.  During  this  year  the  Presbytery  of  Newark,  owing  to 
the  division  of  the  Synod  of  New  Jersey,  "was  divided  into 
the  two  Presbyteries  of  Ne’svark  an  1 Eockaway,  and  for 
a single  year  this  church  belonged  to  the  Eocka'way  Presby- 
tery. It  was  set  back,  however,  the  following  year  to  tlie 
Presbytery  of  Newark. 

In  the  Autumn  of  1810,  Mr.  Cleveland  resigned  his  charge 
after  a ministry  extending  through  six  years  and  a half.  Ills 
salary  was  continued  until  the  1st  of  January  following,  and 
his  house-rent  and  hre-'vvood  were  furnished  gratuitously  un- 
til that  time.  During  Mr.  Cleveland's  ministry  one  hundred 
and  nine  persons  were  added  to  the  church. 

On  the  last  Sabbath  in  October,  1810,  Eev.  Samuel  L. 
Tuttle,  a native  of  Bloomfield,  and  a graduate  of  the  College 
of  New  Jersey,  and  two  months  before  of  Auburn  Theologi- 
cal Seminary,  and  only  three  weeks  before  licensed  to  preach 
by  the  Presbytery  of  Newark,  preached  for  the  first  time  in 
this  house.  After  a trial  of  three  months,  no  others  having 
been  heard,  on  the  22nd  of  February  1811,  he  was  unani^ 
mously  called  to  become  your  pastor,  and  accepted  the  call. 
On  the  9tli  of  March,  ensuing,  in  special  meeting  of  Pres- 
bytery, he  Avas  ordained  and  installed,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 


1.  Under  date  of  April  ITtli,  ITS'.*,  I li’ul  llie  records; — “Voted  that  there  he 
tv\'o  bushels  of  Sand  bought  of  the  ecdlection  money  for  the  use  of  the  Meeting 
House.’’  This  sandine:  of  the  lloors  eoiitimu  d for  just  half  a century,  the  lirst 
carpets  bein"  introduced  in  IS;?.;*,  after  renovation  of  the  church.  This  year  also 
coal  stoves  took  the  jdaces  of  those  foi-  imrninc:  Avood. 
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live  years.  Ilis  residence  for  a time  was  in  the  family  of 
Deacon  Justus  A.  Burnett.  Ilis  ministry  among  you 
lasted  eight  years  and  a lialf.  lie  was  permitted  to 
rejoice  in  three  coiisiderahle  revivals,  and  to  welcome  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  into  membership  with  the  church. 
At  the  time  of  his  leaving,  the  number  of  church 
members  amounted  to  three  hundred  and  fifty-three.  The 
aggregate  of  all  the  members  from  the  formation  of  the  church 
had  reached  then  to  about  sixteen  hundred.  It  Avas  during 
his  pastorate  here,  that  the  congregation  gave  up  (January 
18J2,)  the  use  of  the  old  version^  of  Watts’  Psalms  and 
IIymns,^and  adopted  the  Christian  Psalmist,  Avhich  continued 
in  use  until  ISGl,  Avhen  the  Church  Psalmist  was  introduced. 
This  you  were  kind  enough,  Avhen  I came  among  you,  to 
displace  at  my  request,  by  the  present  excellent  and  unsur- 
passed collection,  Eobinson’s  Songs  of  the  Sanctuary.” 
The  Bell,  Avhich  convened  us  this  morning,  Avas  procured  in 
1848,  the  last  year  of  Mr.  Tuttle’s  stay.  The  church  had  no 
bell  until  1811.  They  then  obtained  one  for  the  sum  of 
eighty-dollars,  Avhich  Aveighed  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine 
pounds,  and  Avas  cast  and  OAA-ned  by  Daniel  Dod,  of  Mend- 
ham.  It  had  been  cast  for  the  ^leAvark  Court-House,  but 
proved  to  be  too  small.  This  Avas  in  use  here  until  ISIS. 
In  1847  the  ladies  raised  by  a Fair  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
five  dollars,  toAvards  a neAv  bell.  Subscriptions  Avere  also 

1.  The  writer  would  here  make  acknowledgement  for  several  of  the  facts  of  this 
history  to  some  notes  left  by  Mr.  Tuttle,  and  kindly  placed  at  his  disposal  by  his 
son  AVilliam. 

2.  Our  fathers  must  have  believed  in  the  “ Service  of  Song,”  for  we  Ihid  them 
from  the  first, electing  no  less  than  six  or  eight  leaders  of  music.  In  Alay  170(1, 1 find 
it  “Voted,  that  the  singers  shall  have  the  front  scats  in  the  gallery  in  the  follow- 
ing manner,  viz.;  all  the  scats  in  front  of  the  pulpit  for  the  Tenor  and  Counter. 
The  Bass  to  have  the  two  first  front  seats  in  the  side  gallery  as  far  as  the  middle 
aisle,  and  the  Treble  to  have  the  two  scats  opposite  the  Bass  as  far  as  the  middle 
aisle.” 

AVhen,  in  1820,  the  number  of  leaders  was  reduced  to  five,  it  became  necessary 
at  the  annual  meeting  to  request  the  choristers  to  improve  the  psalmody  in  the 
church . 
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started,  and  a new  one,  of  twelve  liiindred  pounds  weight 
was  procured.  This  did  not  prove  satishictoiy,  and  after 
three  months  it  was  returned,  and  the  present  hell,  weighing 
sixteen  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  was  obtained.  Its  total 
cost,  with  arranging  the  steeple  tor  it,  was  six  hundred  and 
eighteen  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents.  It  was  placed  in  position 
August  8th,  ISIS.  To  the  forecast  and  energy  of  Mr.Tuttlc, 
is  the  congregation  mainly  indebted  for  the  trees,  which  in 
Summer  so  greatly  adorn  our  church  grounds.  They  were  set 
out  in  Novemher  1848. 

It  was  also  during  his  stay  with  you,  that  you  made 
(April  2nd  ISIO,)  a second  diange  in  your  Confession  of 
Faith  and  Covenant^  for  a Confession'’  more  comprehensive, 
better  expressed,  and  containing  nothing  but  the  essential 
doctrines,”  and  a “ Covenant  more  explicit,  definite  and  com- 
prehensive.” (See  Appendix  F.)  They  were  those  in  use 
in  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Pockaway,  then  under  the 
care  of  the  venerable  Barnabas  King.  They  are  still  in 
honored  use  in  this  church.  AVhile  Mr.  Tuttle  was  here, 
the  parsonage-house  underwent  a considerable  enlargement, 
rendering  it  much  more  commodious  and  convenient.^ 

Mr.  Tuttle  resigned  his  charge  March  7th  1849,  and  was 
dismissed  by  Presbytery  on  the  ITth  of  the  following  April. 
On  the  29th  of  the  same  month,  he  preached  his  farewell 
sermon  from  the  text,  II.  Cor.,  13:11,  to  a house 
filled  to  overflowing.  He  alludes  to  the  occasion  as  a so- 
lemn and  affecting  time.”  It  was  the  privilege  of  your  pres- 
ent pastor,  six  years  after  this,  to  sit  for  over  a year  under 


1.  This  consisted  in  raisinj^  the  lean-to  another  story,  and  enclosin'?  it  under  a 
single  roof,  by  which  two  additional  rooms  were  secured.  In  18G8,  two  rooms 
were  linished  olf  in  the  third  story,  one  with  a dormer-window. 
(Previously  to  this,  the  present  kitchen  had  been  added.)  In  1S70,  the  eastern  end 
of  the  house  was  raised  to  two  full  stories,  aiibrding  a very  light  and  desirable 
study. 
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Mr.  Tuttle’s  ministry  at  Madison.^  I am  liappy  to  add  my 
testimony  to  liis  excellence  as  a preacher,  liis  genial  and  en- 
dearing qualities  as  a pastor,  his  kindness  and  warmth  as  a 
friend.  He  died  April  IGth,  18G6,  aged  fifty-one  years. 

The  fifth  pastor  of  this  church  was  Eev.  Isaac  H.  Sprague, 
D.  D.  lie  accepted  a call  from  this  congregation,  and  hcgnn 
his  labors  with  you,  January  1st,  1850.  He  had  previously 
been  pastor  of  a church  in  Sherburne,  jST.  Y.;  of  the  Fourth 
Free  Church,  Hew  York  City;  the  Fourth  Church,  Hartford, 
Connecticut;  and  the  Second  Congregational  Church,  Brook- 
lyn. There  is  not  time  now  to  take  up  in  detail  the  incidents 
of  his  long  and  successful  pastorate  among  you  of  nineteen 
years  duration.  Suffice  it  for  the  present  briefly  to  say,  tiiat 


1 After  leaving  Caldwell,  Mr.  Tuttle  was  in  the  employ  of  the  American  Bible 
Society  for  several  years,  both  in  the  Secretary’s  office  and  in  the  general  agency 
for  Connecticut.  January  3d,  1S54,  he  was  installed  pastor  of  the  church  in  iladi- 
son,  where  he  continued  until  April  ICth,  1862.  The  early  part  of  his  ministry 
there  as  here,  was  marked  by  a powerful  revival  of  religion.  Throughout  his  min- 
istry, additions  w'crc  frequent,  and  the  congregation  rapidly  grew.  His  resign- 
ation was  against  the  earnest  wishes  of  nearly  all  his  congregation.  It  was  with 
the  utmost  reluctance,  and  with  highly  commendatory  resolutions,  that  the  Pres- 
bytery yielded  to  his  wishes.  In  1859  his  wife  died  suddenly,  leaving  one  child, 
William  P.,  who  was  born  in  Caldwell,  DeccmbcrlOth,  1812.  In  1861  he  married 
Miss  Margarctta  Thompson  of  Madison.  She  died  suddenly  in  1863, leaving  anin- 
fanPson.  After  his  resignation  of  the  Madison  pulpit,  Mr.  Tuttle  was  appointed 
agent  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  for  Western  New  York ; but  in  the  Spring 
of  1863,  he  was  invited  to  the  Bible  House  as  assistant  to  the  Secretaries,  which 
position  he  occupied  until  his  death.  In  this  sphere  he  entered  upon  his  duties 
w’ith  great  enthusiasm.  At  his  funeral,  his  friend  and  fellow-Secrctary,  Dr.  Tay- 
lor, in  the  elegant  tribute  he  paid  to  his  memory,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  there 
was  no  person  so  thoroughly  and  minutely  acquainted  with  the  history  and  work- 
ings of  the  American  Bible  Society,  as  Mr.  Tuttle. 

Mr.  Tuttle  possessed  a bright,  cheerful  countenance,  which  kindled  quickly  in 
conversation,  and  in  public  speaking.  His  voice  was  one  of  uncommon  rich- 
ness and  power.  It  was  not  uncommon  to  sec  large  numbers  of  hishcareis 
moved  to  tears  under  his  tender  appeals.  In  prayer  he  had  unusual  gifts.  The 
prayer  he  ollercd  at  the  bedside  of  his  dying  father,  on  his  last  visit  to  him,  Avas 
marvelous  in  its  tenderness,  its  earnestness,  its  exalted  faith;  as  if  both  father 
and  son  Avere  even  then  seeing  God  face  to  face.  Those  AvhoAvept  under  the  fer- 
vor of  that  prayer,  did  not  doubt  that  the  failin'  Avould  soon  be  in  his  “Father’s 
house,”  but  they  little  thought  the  sou  Avas  also  so  near.  The  father  died  Janu- 
ary 6th,  and  the  son  April  16th,  or  rather,  both  entered  into  rest.  See  Wilson’s 
Presbyterian  Historical  Almanac,  volume  9,  pp.  J27-330. 

G 


.i  . ...  1 ' . :■  r.r'  -.1^  •;■■:■■■  'iM' 

; , V.  ,j;  ^,)^  i-..  .!'.  v.  ...  ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

. !>,;=:  »s;i'i{j:;':::  /1  '■  ■■  '■;■  ' ' ' '' 

h ^'i-rv  hi^i:  ''i-  ‘^-1  ■'  ■' 

V'-.'.''  '■  !r/:  / 

‘'uii  t»>  lob ’ 

,.t  i .„  , .,  ■ V r;  ’ .,.  '''^'  ';''?  i>ot*'?':Oi)W  ^ 

, , ',-  ' ;■  ■ “T  v.  JIG/  iiii  -'-f  ' ' '■' 

;:  , . ,,1  ■ ■,  , y:.  ':'  -y  ;l'„)'s«l,(iG  G V:?  '7 ' .v] '' 

' ..,,,/y  ' \ ' .,  , : : bluT  ,'/gX  g'gIH  ,'  " . ■ 

, , .j, ^ : ,-y  -7  Oiit  Ii::g  ;.:K'g:"  ■ ^ ' 

^ , .'■  ,»  ..■'.  ' ■ ,.'y;  ■-  :G  '<:;:  ;;;  y7j;,.  ' ■ ' 


i; 


1,1',,,;.:,  , ' ; ',  : .,■.  ' G 


. ' ) ■!')•, 'CIV. 

.'  : i U :,  ‘f  '»<  '■.' 

7:  f ,)*:  ,u,  ■*  7;:; 
,'i  :;h'G  {■'G'>'i^'< 


42 


during  Ids  ministry  lierc,  there  occurred  no  less  than  nine  re- 
vdvals,  several  of  them  of  unusual  power  and  fruitfulness. 

N^o  less  than  three  hundred  and  seventy -four  persons  pub- 
licly professed  their  faith  in  Christ,  while  he  was  here,  and 
eighty-six  united  by  certificate,  making  four  hundred  and  sixty 
in  all — the  large  yearly  average  of  twenty-four.  The  largest 
number  received  at  any  one  time  was  seventy-one,  on  the  first 
Sabbath  in  May,  1862.  Rev.  O.  Parker,  an  Evangelist,  had 
preaciicd  here  about  two  weeks  and  ahalf,and  the  special  meet- 
ings continued  nightly,  almost  uninterruptedly  for  tlic  period 
of  three  months,  with  the  above-mentioned  results.  A min- 
istry so  steadily  fruitful  of  conversions  is  certainly  not  com- 
mon. 

In  order  to  accept  a call  to  the  ‘^Geneseo  Yillage  First” 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Geneseo,  R’ew  York,  Dr.  Sprague 
resigned  this  charge  two  years  ago  to-day.  The  membership 
of  the  church  was  then  four  hundred  and  twenty-seven. 
During  the  latter  part  of  his  labors  in  this  field,  the  organ 
was  procured  (ISGl),  the  Cemetery  purchased,  (ISGO),  and  laid 
out  ill  suitable  lots  for  interments  therein,  and  the  grounds 
around  the  church  protected  by  an  appropriate  and  orna- 
mental inclosure,  (1867),  thus  reclaiming  it  from  a public 
common,  and  forming  a resort  of  beauty  and  shade,  which 
will  compare  favorably  with  that  in  any  other  town  or  Aullage 
of  the  county. 

The  plan  of  “ rotary”  Eldership  was  also  introduced  dur- 
ing Dr.  Sprague's  ministry — both  Elders  and  Deacons 
being  chosen  in  December  1856,  as  also  in  1861  and  1866, 
for  a term  of  five  years.  'No  tangible  advantage,  however, 
has  as  yet  seemed  to  result  from  this  plan.  Dr.  Sprague 
speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  his  new  field,  and,  as  was  to 
iiavc  been  expected,  reports  of  his  success  in  it  have  reached 
us. 

On  the  22nd  of  February,  1861),  you  extended  a uiiani- 
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mons  call  to  your  present  pastor  to  labor  with  yon,  and  I eii' 
tered  upon  iny  labors  the  last  Sabbatli  of  March.  I was  in- 
stalled, the  5th  of  May  following,  by  the  Presbytery  of 
Newark,  by  which  body  I had  been  ordained  on  the  Ttli  of 
March,  1863.  God  has  given,  I cannot  doubt,  a double 
proof  of  his  guidance  in  my  decision  to  leave  the  field  (Yal- 
atie,  N.  Y.)  where  I had  labored  for  five  years  and  a half,  by 
blessing  this  my  second  charge,  in  the  first  year  of  my  resi- 
dence among  you  with  a precious  revival,  as  a fruit  of  which 
over  eighty  credible  conversions  occurred,  and  seventy-three 
,vere  added  to  the  church.  Up  to  this  date  we  have  received 
in  all  ninety-one  into  communion  since  my  installation,  and 
the  membership  of  the  church  is  now  just  five  hundred  l)c- 
ing  larger  than  that  of  any  other  church  in  Newark  Pres- 
bytery. The  church  is  believed  to  be  at  this  present  in  the 
judgment  of  prudent  observers,  in  a more  than  ordinarily 
prosperous  state. 

For  myself  and  family,  let  me  say  that  we  have  received 
from  the  first  nothing  but  kindness  and  distinguished  consid- 
eration from  3^011  all.  Miy  God  reward  and  richly  bless 
you. 


I have  thus  sketched,  much  more  hastily  than  I could  have 
desired,  the  history  and  present  condition  of  this  church  and 
congregation.  It  has  not  always  been  smooth  sailing  for  the 
church.  So  far  indeed,  is  this  from  very  true,  that  it  must 
be  said,  slie  has  at  times  passed  over  very  tempestuous  and 
perilous  seas.  To  tliese  things  I have  not  thought  it  wise  to 
particularly  allude.  God  in  his  great  mercy  has  conducted 
his  churcli,  and  she  has  in  safety  weathered  every  storm. 

Few  churches  have  been  so  often  and  greatly  blessed. 
This  lias  seemed  to  bo  a Zion  peculiarly  favored.  Your 
fatliers  builded  greater  than  they  knew.  When  we  remem- 
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ber  the  feeble  beginning,  and  now  contrast  these  matured  re- 
sults, with  Balak,  we  may  well  inquire — “WirAT  itatu  God 

WEOUGIIT  ? ” 

Over  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  souls  hopefully 
converted  to  God ! What  a record  for  thankfulness  ! If  the 
spirits  of  the  departed  participate  in  the  affairs  of  this  earthly 
life,  how  many,  ma?2y  souls  must  bend  rejoicingly  over  us  to- 
day. 

At  least  four  ministers^  were  here  converted  to  God.  Four 
churches  also  are  much  indebted  for  their  origin  to  this  as  Ji 
parent  church ; and  many  other  churches  scattered  far  and 
wide,  for  members  which  tliey  have  received  by  letter  from 
ns.  The  moral  tone  of  this  whole  Township,  has  been  made 
to  partake  of  the  blessed  influence  of  this  churcli.  From 
the  first  it  has  been  continually  receiving,  and  likewise  im- 
parting good.  Besting  by  natural  location  upon  a prominent 
site,  it  has  in  its  spiritual  eminence  been  a Mount  Zion,  rich 
in  precious  and  glorious  results.  Greatly  has  it  been  blessed 
and  honored  by  the  Great  Head  of  the  church.  Feeble  in 
in  infancy,  it  has  yet  attained  to  the  strength  and  size  of  full 
stature.  The  mustard  seed  planted  in  faith,  has  indeed 
grown  into  arboreous  proportions,  and  become  withal  richly 
fruit  yielding.  In  this  Hevwal  Churcli  God  has  loved  to 
dwell,  and  from  it  for  nearly  four-score  and  ten  years,  have 
the  fertilizing  streams  of  divine  grace,  been  flowing  down  in 
copious  volume  among  all  the  dwellers  of  this  region,  to  en- 
rich them  in  all  spiritual  things,  gladdening  the  hearts,  and 
refreshing  the  souls,  of  God’s  children,  not  only  in  their  own 
(juickened  life,  but  also  by  the  abundance  of  new  growths  in 
this  vineyard  of  the  Lord. 

Owing  to  the  meagerness  of  its  early  records,  accurate  in- 
formation of  the  benevolent  operations  of  the  church  cannot 


1.  llcY.  Abner  Brnndagc,  Rev.  Joseph  C.  Moore,  buried  in  ISM  in  the  elmrch 
bnryiu.u'-ii.Touud,  Rev.  David  II.  Pierson,  and  Rev.  Oliver  Crane. 
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be  given.  It  is  known,  however,  to  liave  been  in  the  con- 
stant habit  of  contributing  to  the  various  calls  for  monetary 
aid,  that  have  been  from  time  to  time  brought  to  its  notice, 
and  in  this  “ Memorial”  year  it  has  risen  much  above  its 
wonted  level,  and,  it  is  believed,  is  ready  to  engage  with 
greater  self-denial,  and  intenser  devotement  in  “works  of  faith 
and  labors  of  love.” 

And  now,  in  closing  this  review  of  the  church’s  history, 
to  what  reflections  shall  we  give  ourselves?  The  fathers  are 
all  dead.  With  here  and  there  an  occasional  exception, 
their  children  have  followed  them  into  the  other  world,  most 
of  them  we  trust,  redeemed  by  the  precious  blood  of  Christ. 
Their  (jrand-children^  too,  have  largely  “ crossed  the  flood,” 
and  those  that  remain  are  those  to  whom  the  young  look  up 
for  counsel,  and  who  have  long  been  the  pillars  of  the  church. 
It  is  upon  the  children’s  children’s  children^  that  ^\e  now  de- 
pend for  the  activity  that  is  to  support  and  carry  forward  the 
enterprise,  whose  foundations  cemented  with  prayer,  were 
laid  nearly  ninety  years  ago  ; and  these  ’ere  long,  must  in 
turn,  become  themselves  the  counselors,  and  surrender  the 
field  of  action  to  their  children,  some  of  whom  are,  it  is 
grateful  to  record,  in  the  tender  years  of  childliood,  already 
numbered  on  the  roll  of  the  church  militant. 

Descendants  of  a pious,  self-denying,  faith-sustained  ances- 
try, do  you  appreciate  the  legacy  which  has  been  bequeathed 
you?  Will  you  prove  yourselves  inheritors  of  such 

blessed  possessions  ? Do  not,  then,  forget,  that  increased 
opportunities  and  privileges,  bring  with  them,  enhanced  res- 
ponsibilities. Decalling  what  your  father’s  fathers  and  their 
fathers  did,  contending  with  many  difficulties  and  discour- 
agements, bear  in  mind  to  what  you  are  called  by  your  pres- 
ent strong  and  responsible  position. 

Without  debt ; with  a convenient  and  comfortable  sanctu- 
ary ; with  a large  membership ; with  increased  monetary 
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supplies ; with  a reasonable  prospect  of  early  and  rapid  en- 
largement of  population;  with  an  animating  history; 
with  the  stimulating  promises  of  a covenant-keejung  God,  who 
will  be  with  the  children  as  he  has  been  with  their  fathers  ; 
with  the  assistance  of  an  ever-present  Kedeemer,  to  whom 
Ilis  church  stands  in  the  near  and  dear  relation  of  bride ; and 
with  the  regenerating  and  sanctifying  influences  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  ever  ready  for  bestowal  as  the  ‘h-eturn  of  pray- 
ers ; is  not  this  the  opportune  moment  of  high  advantage,  to 
begin  in  lofty  endeavors  to  make  the  future  bright  with  the 
lustre  of  your  deeds,  and  atfluent  wntli  the  results  of  your 
labor, ; 

Availing  yourselves  of  the  impetus  given  by  your  lathers 
to  the  work  of  God  in  this  place  of  hallowed  memories,  will 
you  not  press  it  yet  more  rapidly  forward,  and,  broadening 
the  scope  of  your  fliith,  increasing  the  fervor  of  your  prayers, 
multiplying  your  assiduities,  and  putting  on  the  panoply  of 
God  under  the  guidance  of  the  Captain  of  Salvation,  inscribe 
upon  your  banners.  This  Township  for  Jesus  ! 

The  times  are  auspicious,  and  according  to  our  faith  so 
unto  us  shall  it  be.  The  real  life  of  Christianity  is  diffusive. 
A little  leaven  leaveneth  the  whole  lump.  With  foundations 
deep  and  broad  and  strong,  what  then,  may  not  be  safely  pre- 
dicted for  the  future  of  this  church,  if,  in  zealous  fliith  and  in 
the  spirit  of  self-sacrifice,  its  aim  shall  hereafter  be  measured 
only  by  its  possibilities  ! And  not  God's,  but  our  own,  must 
be  the  fault,  if  our  future  be  not  such  as  to  eclipse  the  past, 
if,  while  for  the  profit  there  is  in  tliem,  we  “remember  the 
days  of  old  and  consider  the  years  of  many  generations,” 
there  be  not  in  the  vaster  moment  of  the  present,  abundant 
reason  to  give  heed  to  the  prophecy — “llemember  ye  not  the 
former  things,  neither  consider  the  tilings  of  old.” 
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APPENDIX 


P A S T O E S . 

SxEriiEN  Gkovek- Ordained  and  installed  July  23rd,  17S8;  resigned  October, 
1833;  died  June  22iid,  1836— in  his  seventy-eighth  year. 

Baker  Johnson— Began  labor  May  1830,  ordained  and  installed  May  1831,  rc> 
leased  October,  1833.  Now  in  Oxford,  Wisconsin. 

Rich.vrd  F.  Cleveland— Called  May  12th,  1834,  installed  soon  afterwards  ; 
resigned  October,  1840;  settled  in  Fayetteville,  N.  Y.,  became  District 
Secretary  of  A.  H.  M.  Society,  then  pastor  of  a church  near  Utica,  and 
died  in  the  Autumn  of  1853.  A son  of  his  has  preached  in  Caldwell  and  is 
now  on  Long  Island.  Ilis  name  is  William  N. 

Samuel  L.  Tuttle — Began  labor  October,  1840;  ordained  and  installed  March 
9th,  1841;  resigned  April  17th,  1S49,  died  April  16th,  1866  ; aged  fifty- 
one. 

Isaac  N.  Sprague— Began  labor  January  1st,  1S50;  installed  March  27th,  1850, 
resigned  January  1st,  1869. 

Charles  T.  Berry— Began  labor  March  28th,  1869;  installed  May  5th,  1869. 


EULIIn  G ELD  EES. 


Samuel  Crane j elected  both  Dca- 

Silas  Baldwin (cons  and  Elders. 

George  Personett 

Joseph  Harrison 

Aaron  Tompkins 

William  Gould 

Joseph  Baldwin 

Enos  Martin 

Samuel  Tomkins 

Jonathan  Crane 

Nathaniel  Douglass  f "j 

Samuel  Perry  . ^ . . . . J Congregational  1 

Rufus  Harrison Deacons. 

Samuel  Gould [ j 

Calvin  S.  Crane 

Samuel  Harrison 

Rufus  Harrison 

George  P.  Martin 

General  William  Gould . . [ rc-electedj . . 

Nathaniel  S.  Crane 

Jared  F.  Harrison . . . 

7 


chosen.  died. 

December  4tb,  1784,  1811. 

„ „ ,,  (unascertained) 

,,  ,,  ,,  1816. 

,,  ,,  „ [became  a Meth- 

odist 1837. 

,,  ,,  „ (unascertained) 

1847. 

. January  3rd,  1795,  1806. 

1810. 

,,  ,,  ,,  (unascertained) 

. October  3rd,  I8l9.  V'^24. 

. „ M n 1«30. 

. M ..  M 

1321. 

! May  12th,  1831.  Mar.  4.  1837. 

„ „ „ 5.1849. 

„ July  17,  1818. 

'.  ;;  ;;  ;;  Feb.  12.  isi?. 

„ July  Sth,  1870. 
,,  „ ,,  July  3rd,  1862. 


Jonathan  Provost 

Henry  S.  Harrison 

William  G.  Crane 

William  Lane 

Justus  A.  Burnett 

Caleb  S.  Crane 

M.  S.  Canflcld  j Eleeted  for  5 years  and  re-  ) 
S.  O.  Harrison  ( elected  for  same  in  ’61  ’66.  f 

Zenas  C.  Crane f 'i 

Cornelius  11.  Jacobus  J Elected  for  1 

Noah  O.  Baldwin ] live  years.  t • • • • 

Lewis  C.  Grover....  ( J 


Sept’r  11th, 

1837. 

,,  Dismissed  1843. 

Nov. 

,,  Dismissed  1843. 

15th, 

1847. 

,,  Mar.  29.  1857. 

.,  Dismissed  1849. 

Dec. 

1st, 

1856. 

jy 

Dec. 

1st] 

1866. 

Dismissed  1868. 

D E A C O ]S-  S . 


CHOSEN.  DIED. 


Samuel  Crane 

Silas  Baldwin 

Nathaniel  Douj;lass 

Samuel  Perry 

Rufus  Harrison [Chosen  Elderin  1831].. 

Samuel  Gould. . 

Caleb  Crane 
David  Harrison 

David  Min  tony  ca 

Heni-y  S.  Harrison  i chosen  Elders  ) 

Jonathan  Provost ) in  1807.  [ 

Ezra  Beach 

Justus  A.  Burnett  [chosen  Elder  in  1847] . . . 

Elijah  Pierson 

Reinhecr  Van  Gieson 

William  Lane  [chosen  Elder  in  1847] 

Horace  Miutonac:c 

Thomas  D.  Gould 

Parker  Riker 

Samuel  0.  Harrison 

John  DeCamp 

Asher  Crane 

Cornelius  H.  Jacobus 

Noah  0.  Baldwin 

Asher  Crane 

William  H.  Bond 

Matthias  C.  Dobbins.  .[Dismissed]  1870 

Anthony  Bowden 


Dec. 

Oct. 


4th,  1781.  1811. 

„ (unascertained.) 


3rd.  1810. 


j date 
I not 
May 


of  election  ) 
recorded.  [ 
12th,  1833. 


1824. 

1830. 

1848. 

1821. 

1844. 

1838. 

1834. 


,,(Dismissed)1843. 


Sep’t  11th,  1837. 


1841. 

1857 

1862. 


Nov.  15th,  1847. 


1854. 

1852 


Dec.  1st,  1856. 


^ Elected  for  5 \ 
J yrs.  Re-elec  f 
V ted  in  ’61  for  5 r 
( years.  ) 


18(56  [again  re-elec- 
ted for  five  years.  ] 
,,  I elected  for  j 
„ hve  V 

„ ( years.  ) 
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APPENDIX  A. 


This  third  Day  of  September  one  Thousand  Seven  Hundred  and  one  and  in 
the  Thirteenth  Year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  William  the  Third  by  ye 
Grace  of  God  of  England  Scotland  France  and  Ireland  King  Defender  of  the 
Faith  &c; 

Articles  of  agreraent  made  and  Confirmed  by  us  the  Subscribers  and  Every  of 
us  firmly  by  these  presents  for  our  Selves  our  heirs  Executors  Administrators 
and  Assigns  is  as  followeth  &c: 

first  We  whose  Names  are  underwriten  or  Subscribers  have  thought  it  Ex- 
pedient unto  our  behoefe  and  Profit  for  our  Selves  to  make  a Purchase  of  ye  In- 
dians of  all  or  part  of  that  upland  Westward  or  Northwest  of  the  Town  Bounds 
of  Newark  within  ye  Compass  of  Pasayack  River  and  So  Southward  unto  ye 
Monusing  Path  (viz)  all  Land  as  yet  unpurchased  of  the  heathen  &c: 

Sly  We  ye  above  Sd  Subscribers  in  order  to  ye  carrying  on  ye  afore  Sd  Pur- 
chase untill  we  have  procured  ye  afore  Sd  Land  unto  our  Selves  have  Chosen  a 
Committee  to  the  number  of  Seven  men  (viz)  Mr.  John  Treat  Mr.  Joseph  Crane 
Joseph  Harrison  George  Harrison  Eliphelet  Johnson  John  Morris  and  John 
Cooper  and  ye  above  Sd  Committee  have  full  Power  from  us  ye  Subscribers  as 
Avell  for  us  as  themselves  in  Every  Matter  and  thing  in  and  about  the  purchase 
of  ye  afore  sd  Land  and  Primises  to  treat  bargain  and  agree  with  Such  Indians  or 
Indian  as  the  aforesd  Committee  Shall  by  their  Diligent  Inquiry  find  to  be  the 
Right  owners  thereof:  and  we  do  also  Agre  that  the  Major  part  of  ye  Commitee 
now  chosen  in  Case  of  failure  in  any  in  appearing  or  if  not  conveniently  to  be  had: 
Shall  have  full  power  to  act  in  and  about  yc  premises  aforesaid  &c  : 

Sly  We  the  aforesaid  Subscribers  Do  Agrc  too  and  with  ye  aforesd  Committo 
to  Lay  down  So  much  money  or  moneys  upon  the  Demand  of  ye  Coinmitte 
aforesd  to  Defray  and  pay  for  the  aforesd  Land  and  Primises  and  all  Such  Char- 
ges as  shall  Necessarily  Accrue  thereunto  according  to  our  proportion  by  our 
Subscription  &c : 

4ly  We  the  aforesd  Subscribers  Do  Covenant  and  agre  with  Each  other  and 
the  aforesd  Commute  that  the  aforesd  Land  Shall  be  purchased  [and  paid  for  by 
us  the  Subscribers  and  So  Shall  be  held  and  continued  as  our  Just  Rights  Either 
in  General  or  pcrticular  alotments  as  the  major  part  Shall  agre  from  time  to 
time  and  that  none  of  ye  sd  purchasers  their  heirs  or  assigns  Shall  at  any  time  appro 
priate  any  of  ye  sd  Lauds  or  premises  by  any  manner  of  way  or  means  but  by 
allottments  fairly  and  Legally  Drawn  as  the  major  part  of  the  Subscribers  Shall 
agre,  and  if  any  Subseribees  for  one  Lott  his  Right  Shall  be  according  Such 
as  Subscribe  for  two  Lotts  or  for  three  Lotts  their  Rights  Shall  be  according  and 
when  the  major  part  of  yc  Subscribers  Shall  agre  to  come  toalottments  that  then 
he  or  they  that  have  more  than  one  Lott  Shall  Draw  Severally  according  to  ye  num 
ber  of  their  Lotts  Subscribed  for  and  Shull  have  their  Land  as  it  fulls  to  them  by 
alotment  &c 
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And  for  the  Confirmation  of  Each  and  Every  article  thing  or  things  aforesd 
the  Subscribers  for  our  Selves  our  heirs  Executors  administrators  and  assigns  Do 
b}'  These  presents  bind  and  Oblige  our  Selves  unto  Each  other  to  Stand  to  Ratifie 
and  Confirm  Each  Article  and  thing  aforesaid. 

in  Confirmation  hereof  we  the  Subscribers  have  Voluntarily  and  unanimously 
Set  to  our  hands  the  Day  and  Year  above  Written  &c 


LOTTS  LOTTS  LOTTS 


John  Treat 

1 

John  Cooper 

1 

Daniel  Harrison 

1 

Hugh  Roberts 

1 

Azariah  Crane 

3 

Ebenezer  Lindsley 

1 

Daniel  Crane 

1 

Daniel  Baldwin 

1 

Jasper  Crane 

Robert  Young 

2 

Jasper  Crane,  jun  1 

Ben:  Baldwin 

1 

Joseph  Harrison 

1 

Robert  Cambel 

1 

Nathaniel  Ward,  Sen 

1 

Sam’ll  Dod 

2 

Thomas  Hays 

1 

John  Linsley 

1 

Daniel  Dod 

1 

John  Clark 

3 

John  Gardnci 

1 

Joseph  Brown 

1 

John  Lee 

1 

John  Ogden 

1 

Eliphclet  Johnson  1 

Joseph  Canfield 

2 

John  Delglish 

1 

Paul  Day 

1 

Georg  Harrison 

1 

Thomas  Brown,  Jun 

1 

Nath.  Whelar  jun  2 

James  Clizbe 

1 

John  iVIorris 

2 

John  Medlis 

1 

John  Cundict 

1 

John  Burwcll 

1 

Tliomas  Brown 

1 

Jose.  Plumb 

1 

John  Rogers 

1 

Sam’ll  Ward 

1 

Daniel  Brown 

1 

Jonathan  Linsley 

1 

Atonic  Olive 

1 

William  Wilson 

1 

William  Brant 

o 

o 

Wm.  Sluir 

1 

Sam’ll  Harrison 

1 

Mr.  Pierson 

1 

Peter  Cundict 

1 

Judah  Penington 

1 

Crispin  Squire 

1 

John  Daviss 

2 

Benjamin  Harrisonl 

Ele.  Bruen 

1 

Sara’ll  Baldwin 

1 

Seth  Tomkins 

1 

Edward  Ball 

1 

John  Baldwin^  Sr  2 

Sam’il  Roberts 

1 

Mr.  John  Pruden 

o 

Joseph  Linsley 

1 

Sam’ll  Freeman 

1 

Sam’ll  Lyon 

1 

Tunis  Johnson 

1 

Joseph  Ball 

1 

Stephen  Browne 

1 

Tho : Ludington 

1 

Cobus  Provost 

1 

Joseph  Peck 

1 

Amos  Williams 

1 

Matthew  Williams  1 

Zophar  Bech 

1 

Sam’ll  Camp 

1 

James  Smith 

1 

James  Rogers 

1 

Jonathan  Sayers 

1 

Elezar  Tomkins 

1 

Josiah  Ogden 

1 

Daniel  Dod,  Jun 

1 

Joseph  Johnson 

1 

Sam’ll  Kitchel 

, 1 

John  Johnson 

1 

Mr.  Wakeman 

1 

Abraham  Kitchel  1 

1 

Sain’ll  Cooper 

1 

Sam’ll  Ailing 

1 

Elezcr  Lamson 

1 

Matthew  Canfield  1 

Caleb  Ball 

1 

Daniel  Tikenor 

1 

Joseph  Crane 

1 

John  Crane 

1 

Daniel  Sargent 

1 

John  Plumb 

1 

Elizabeth  Ogden 

1 

Bostegon  Vangeson 

1 

Jonathan  Sargint  1 

Anthony  Hand 

1 

Joseph  Wood 

1 

John  Broadberry  1 

David  Ogdcti 

1 
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FROM  THE  TOWN  RECORL». 

At  a Town  Meeting?  in  Newark,  October  2,  1G99— First— it  was  agreed  by  the 
generalty  of  the  Tow’n,  that  they  would  endeavor  to  make  a Purchase  of  a Tract 
of  Land  lying  Westward  of  our  Bounds,  to  the  South  Branch  of  the  Passaick 
River  ; and  such  of  the  Towuias  do  contribute  to  the  purchasing  of  the  s’dLand, 
shall  have  their  Proportion  according  to  their  Contribution.  2ndly,  That  Mr. 
Pierson  and  Ensign  Johnson  arc  chosen,  to  go  and  treat  with  the  Proprietors 
about  the  same,  to  obtain  a Grant.  3rdly,  There  was  a Committee  chosen  (vi/) 
Samuel  Harrison,  Thomas  Davis,  Robert  Young,  Daniel  Dod,  Nathaniel  Ward, 
and  John  Cooper,  to  consider,  agree,  and  put  forward  the  Design  abovesaid. 

FROM  THE  L.VW"S  OF  NEW  JERSEY. 

Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey  passed  Dec  13 
1703  (being  the  First  Assembly  of  New  Jersey  after  the  Surrender  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  Crown. 

Session  the  First,  Chapter  First. 

An  Act  for  regulating  the  purchasing  of  Land  from  the  Indians 

PREAMBLE. 

Whereas  several  ill-disposed  persons  within  this  Province  have  formerly  pre- 
sumed to  enter  into  Treaties  with  the  Indians  or  Natives  thereof,  and  have  pur- 
chased Lands  from  them,  such  person  or  persons  deriving  no  title  to  any  part  of 
the  soil  thereof  under  the  Crown  of  England,  or  any  person  or  persons  claiming 
by  from  or  under  the  same,  endeavoring  thereb}"  to  subvert  Her  Majesty’s  Dom- 
inion in  this  Country. 

SUMMARY  OF  ACT. 

1.  No  person  to  purchase  of  the  Indians  but  those  who  have  a right  of  Pro- 
priety and  obtain  a license. 

2.  Any  person  purchasing  to  forfeit  Forty  Shillings  per  acre  one  half  to  sup- 
port Government,  the  other  half  to  the  Prosecutor  and  be  disabled  to  sue  for  the 
Land. 

3.  Every  person  having  purchased  without  a Right  uuder  the  Crown,  such 
purchase  to  be  void  unless  such  person  obtain  a Grant  from  the  Proprietors  iu 
six  months. 
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APPENDIX  B. 

To  all  Christian  People  To  Whom  these  presents  Shall  Come,  Greeting,  ikc. 
Know  Ye,  That  Whereas  Sundry  of  Our  Fathers  and  Predecessors,  viz.  Loan- 
tique  Taphow  Manslmm  with  Divers  others  the  Owners  and  Proprietors  of  the 
Lands  Over  or  Above  the  Mountains  for  and  in  consideration  of  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty  Pounds  or  Thereabouts  Received  of  Sundry  the  Inhabitants  of  New- 
ark, viz;  John  Treat,  Jasper  Crane,  Joseph  Harrison,  George  Harrison,  With 
Others  their  Assoeiates  Did  Make  Seal  And  Execute  a Good  Lawful  Deed  or  In- 
strument of  Conveyance  of  and  for  A Certain  Tract  of  Land  Scituate  in  the 
County  of  Essex  Between  the  Top  of  the  first  Mountain  So  Called  And  Pasaick 
River  Beginning  At  the  mouth  of  Pine  Brook  So  Called  and  thence  running  up 
the  Said  River  Unto  Menusen  path  so  Called  Excepting  a Small  Tract  Lying  by 
Said  River  Granted  before  to  Mr.  Thcophilus  Pierson  As  per  Deed  &c  May  Ap- 
pear And  Down  Said  Path  Unto  Osbornes  Land  and  Along  his  Line  to  Newark 
Line  on  the  Mountain,  And  Northerly  along  Said  Mountain  Unto  a Place  Called 
the  llatt  Rock  by  Gardners  Land  And  a White  Oak  Tree  ilarkcd  on  four  Sides  and 
thence  Northwest  Unto  the  Dutch  Line  So  Called  And  along  Said  line  to  the  place 
Where  it  Began.  Which  Said  Deed  Ac  was  Lost  by  fire  in  the  House  of  Mr.  Jon- 
athan Pierson  of  Newark  Providentially  Burnt  the  Seventh  Day  of  March  1744-.> 
And  Bare  Date  Sometime  in  March  ; An  ; Dom ; 1701-2  Now  be  it  known  that 
We,  King  Quichtoe,  King  Tishewokamin,  Shaphoe,  Yaupis  In  behalf  of  Our 
Selves  and  Others  the  Heirs  and  Successors  of  the  Aboves’d  Grantors  for  and  in 
Consideration  of  the  full  Satisfaction  heretofore  Made  by  Our  Christian  triends 
the  Inhabitants  of  Newark  to  Our  Predecessors,  As  well  as  in  Justice  to  them 
Who  Were  the  true  Sole  and  Lawfull  Owners  of  the  Land  Conveyed  as  Above- 
said,  Have  hereby  Granted  Made  Over  and  Confirmed  And  Do  hereby 
for  Our  Selves  Our  Heirs  And  Successors  Grant  Make  Over  and  Con- 
firm Unto  our  Aforesaid  friends  in  Newark,  vizt  John  Low,  Samuel 
Harrison,  Nathaniel  Wheeler,  Jonathan  Pierson  Nathaniel  Camp  John 
Cundict  and  Samuel  Baldwin  With  their  Associates  heretofore  Interested  in  the 
Premisses  and  to  their  Heirs  and  Assigns  forever.  All  that  Certain  Tract  of  Land 
(heretofore  Granted)  As  is  Above  Specified  and  Described.  To  Have  and  to  Hold 
All  and  Singular  the  hereby  Granted  and  Confirmed  Premisses  with  All  the  Ap- 
purtenances privileges  and  Commodities  Unto  the  Same  Belonging  or  in  any 
Wise  Appertaining  Unto  them  the  said  John  Low  Samuel  Harrison  Nathaniel 
Wheeler  Jonathan  Pierson  Nathaniel  Camp  John  Cundict  and  Samuel  Baldwin 
And  their  Assoeiates  and  to  their  Heirs  And  Assigns  forever.  And  we  Do  hereby 
Covenant  for  Our  Selves  Our  Heirs  Executors  to  And  With  them  the  Grant- 
ees in  the  Premisses  & their  Heirs  and  Assigns,  that  We  have  in  Our  Selves  Good 
Right  Power  And  Authority  to  Grant  and  Con  linn  the  Premisses  as  is  Hereby  De- 
clared and  herein  Set  forth  And  that  All  and  Singular  the  Grantees  Shall  and 
May  Always  forever  hereafter  Both  themselves  their  Heirs  and  Assigns  Lawfully 
Peaceably  And  (Juietly  Have  Hold  Use  Occupy  Possess  and  Enjoy  All  and  Singu- 
lar the  heretofore  and  hereby  Grunted  Premisses  With  All  the  Appurtcnam*cs 
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free — from  till  other  Grants  And  All  Incumbrances  And  Troubles  Which  May 
Arise  from  or  by  Reason  of  Any  Claims  Made  Unto  the  hereby  Granted  and  Con- 
firmed Premisses  or  Any  Part  thereof:  In  Witness  Whereof  We  have  hereunto 
Set  Our  hands  and  Seals  this  fourteenth  Day  of  March  In  the  Eighteenth  Year  of 
the  Reign  of  Our  Sovereign  Lord  George  the  Second  by  the  Grace  of  God  of 
Great  Britain  France  & Ireland  King  See : 

Annoque  Domini  17I4.-5. 

The  Mark  of  Tisciieavokamin  M— O 
The  Mark  of  Suaphoe  Z— O 
The  Mark  of  Quieutoe  A— O 
The  Mark  of  Yaupi  R— 0 

Signed  Scaled  and  delivered  In  Presence  of 
Isaac  Van  Gieson 
Fkancis  C Cook  his  X mark 
Daniel  Taylor 

Michael  W Vkeelandt  his  X mark 

Memorandum)  Be  it  Remembered  That  on  the  Eight  Day  of  November  An'o 
Dom  1745  Appeared  before  Me  Joseph  Bounell  One  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  this  his  Majesties  Province  of  Nova  Cesarea  or  Ncwjersey  Daniel  Taylor 
One  of  the  Witnesses  of  the  Within  Deed  or  Confirmation  And  Made  Oath  that 
he  Was  Present  and  Did  See  the  Parties  Within  Named  Sign  Seal  and  Deliver 
the  Same  as  their  Act  and  Deed.  Joseph  Bonnel 

Newark  August  ye  4th  1740 

Then  Appeared  Before  Me  Eliphclet  Johnson  One  of  his  Majesties  Justices  of 
tlie  Peace  Abraham  Vangccsen  And  Isaac  Vangccscn  And  Made  Oath  that  they 
Saw  formerly  An  Old  Indian  Deed  And  What  is  herein  Writ  is  a true  Coppy  to 
the  Best  of  there  Knowledge.  Elipu’t  Johnson. 

A Confirmation  of  the  Indian  Deed  of  the  Purchase  over  the  ^fountain  Date 
March  ye  Gth  1702. 

A True  Coppy  taken  per  Me,  Elijah  Crane;  Clark 


APPENDIX  P.  B. 

An  interesting  fragment  of  the  language  of  the  Indians  has  been  prcseiwcd. 


1. 

cen, 

6.  latter, 

11.  ecu  dick, 

16.  een  bumsaek. 

2. 

teen, 

7.  satter. 

12.  teen  dick, 

17.  teen  bumsaek. 

3. 

tether, 

8.  po. 

13.  tether  dick. 

IS.  tether  bumstael 

4. 

fethcr 

0.  debbety. 

14.  fether  dick, 

19,  fethcr  bumsaek. 

5, 

fillip. 

10,  dick. 

15,  bumsaek. 

20,  enoek. 

See  Hoyt’s  Orange,  page  21. 
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A P P E N J3  I X C. 

As  an  item  of  interest  and  servinj^  to  throw  some  light  upon  the  conflict  be- 
tween the  Settlers  and  Proprietors,  I quote  several  extracts  from  the  Bill  in 
Chancery.  We  never  heard”  say  the  Proprietors^  “of  such  a purchase  as  Van 
Gesin’s  Purchase  or  Horsencck  Purchase  until  Avithin  these  two  years  (I7ii-174(>) 
that  Avc  have  been  told,  that  Wo  such  Deeds  from  some  Indians  had  been  i>ro- 
cured,  bearing  Date  in  or  about  1701 ; but  by  whom  or  from  Avhom  in  particular 

we  have  not  as  yet  learnt.” “ It  is  evident  by  the  Act  of  1703  they  arc  void  ; 

and  if  done  in  1701  as  pretended,  it  is  obvious  from  the  Act  of  1683  hereinbefore 
mentioned  that  the  transactors  thereof  were  Criminals  for  so  treating  and  accept- 
ing of  Deeds,  and  not  only  so,  but  they  Averc  liable  to  the  Penalty  of  forty  shil- 
lings  per  acre  for  every  acre  bought  of  such  Indians,  after  1703.  as  Avell  as  to  the 
Penalty  of  tAventy  shillings  for  every  Log  or  Tree  by  them  cut  on  such  Lands  on 
pretence  of  these  Deeds,  or  any  other  Avay,  Avithout  Leave  of  the  OAvner;  and 
that  Avhether  the  Lands  belong  to  the  Proprietors  in  general  or  to  others  in  par- 
ticular.”  “We  knoAV  of  no  confusion  in  this  Province  but  what  the 

Rioters  and  their  accomplices  have  made  and  arc  animating  the  Peo])lc  to  make, 
upon  the  false  and  unfair  suggestions  in  the  ront-]ioijs  Fajjcr,  in  hopes  to  Avrest 
from  the  General  Proprietors  both  their  rents  and  lands  and  to  set  up  Sham 
Deeds  procured  from  strolling  Indians,  for  a few  bottles  of  Rum,  or  such  Con- 
siderations in  place  of  the  title  of  the  Crown  of  England,  to  the  lands  of  N.  J. 
An  attempt  so  daring  that  they  cannot  hope  to  succeed,  in  it  Avithout  not  only 
oversetting  the  fundamental  Laws  and  Constitutions  conlirmcd  by  many  acts  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  N.  J.,  but  also  withdraAving  their  allegiance  from  the 
CroAvn  of  England,  Avhich  must  support  its  OAvn  title  to  N.  J.  as  avcII  as  to  its 

other  Provinces.” “ Though  neither  the  General  Proprietors  nor  their 

Council  were  priA^y  to  the  Treaties  hinted  at  in  the  Fost-Iioiy  s Fapci\  or  coueerned 
in  any  ejectments  or  suits  there  mentioned,  yet  as  Messrs.  Alexander  & Morris, 

supposed  to  be  the  W’o  Persons  meant  by  the  Letters  A r & M s Avere  privy 

to  them  and  are  two  of  our  OAvn  body  avc  have  desired  and  they  have  given  us  ati 

account  of  what  Concerns  them,  as  folloAvs,  viz  : They  say that  there  was 

in  June  1701,  the  Quantity  of  13,500  Acres  of  Land  surA'cyed  and  patented  at 
Horse-Neck  to  Sir  John  Moore,  Knight,  Sir  Thomas  Lane,  Knight  and  Alderman 
of  London,  and  other  Proprietors  in  and  about  London  commonly  knoAvn  and 
called  by  the  name  of  the  AVest  Jersey  Society,  in  Right  of  their  Second  Divi- 
dend for  tAvo  Proprieties  and  a half,  or  TAveny-Fourth  parts  of  East  Ncav  Jer- 
sey. 

They  say  also,  that  by  Deed  recorded  Lib.  A,  B 2.  fol.  lOi),  in  the  oflice  of  the 
Proprietors  Recorder  and  in  Lib.  F.  2.  fol.  376,  in  the  Secretary’s  Oflice  at  Perth 
Amboy,  they  Avith  Mr.  David  Ogden,  purchased  the  said  Tract  of  Land  in  the 
name  of  Mr.  Alexander,  having  many  mouths  before  agreed  for  the  purchase; 
that  after  the  purchase  Avas  agreed  for,  they  caused  the  said  tract  of  land  to  bo 
carefully  surveyed  and  found  thirty-Jive  families  settled  thereon  Avhereof  several 
Avere  6oaa /ide  Purchasers  from  other  Proprietors  about  thirty  years  ago  (1716) 
under  mistaken  later  appropriations  interfering  Avith  the  said  Tract,  and  as  io  all 
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these  except  one  they  have  agreed  with  the  heirs  of  the  Vendors  to  contirm  the 
Heirs  of  the  Purchasers — which  one  they  are  in  hopes  they  shall  in  like  manner 
agree  with.  And  as  to  the  Remaiaing  People,  settled  without  any  title,  they 
olfered  the  Refusal  of  either  leasing  or  buying  the  Spots  they  were  settled  on, 
with  Covenants  to  warrant  and  defend  the  Purchasers  and  Lessees  against  all 
Persons,  and  many  of  them  treated  with  Mr.  Ogden  for  that  purpose,  and  he 
thought  they  had  agreed;  but  afterwards  finding  the  People  spirited  up  to  de- 
part from  those  Agreements,  Mr.  Ogden,  in  behalf  of  himself  and  Partners  wrote 
a letter  to  them  on  the  22nd  of  Dec.  1744,  and  had  Six  Copies  of  it  delivered 
amongst  them  with  Request  to  communicate  it  to  the  rest.”  (Of  this  letter  1 
give  only  the  substance.)  It  proposed  to  them,  1st,  A lease  for  one  year  without 
paying  any  rent  for  their  farms  and  then  to  deliver  up  the  possession  ; 2ndly 
Each  to  take  a lease  for  three  years,  each  paying  the  yearly  Rent  for  his  farm  the 
sum  affixed  to  his  name  in  an  enclosed  paper.  3rd,  that  they  purchase  from  the 
Proprietors  sufficient  land  for  a farm,  or  plantation  w’here  they  lived,  at  the  rate 
likewise  affixed  for  every  acre  to  each  name.  The  letter  demanded  a speedy 
compliance  and  warned  the  settlers  that  they,  the  Proprietors,  -were  not  to  be 
trifled  Avith.  It  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Francis  Spier  and  others  living  on  the  So- 
ciety’s Patent  at_Horse-Neck.  [Mr.  Spier  was  then  living  on  the  w'cst  North-Cald- 
Avell  road.] 

Another  letter  was  written  them  Jan.  29.  1744-5,  limiting  the  time  for  decision 
upon  the  proposals  offered,  to  the  4th  Tuesday  of  the  next  March.  If  any  of  the 
settlers  doubted  the  Proprietors’  title,  as  they  had  heard  they  did,  this  would  af- 
ford them  opportunity  to  procure  Counsel  to  view  their  title. 

In  March,  1744,  the  Partners  of  Ogden  learned  that  the  people  determined  to 
hold  by  their  Indian  Title.  Upon  this  they  resolved  to  seiwe  the  leading  settlers 
with  Declarations  of  ejectment,  still  allowing  them  to  embrace  the  proposals  of 
Dec.  22nd  and  agreeing  to  pay  Costs. 

Near  the  third  Tuesday  of  March  John  LaAV  and  John  Condict  met  with  the 
tlicn  Partners  at  Perth  Amboy,  but  brought  no  Counsel  with  them.  As  the  re- 
sult of  this  interview  they  refused  to  accept  the  proposal  of  Dec.  22nd.  LaAV 
professed  however  to  have  changed  views  of  Indian  claims  and  promised  to  in- 
form the  people  respecting  such  facts  as  had  been  showm  him.  Whether  this  was 
done  or  not  is  not  known. 

The  Contest  was  general  and  spirited.  Several  riots  occured  in  connection 
with  it.  More  than  once  the  Newark  jail  was  broken  open  for  the  liberation  of 
pei'sons  who  had  been  arrested  for  their  share  in  the  transactions.  On  Noa*.  13. 
17T.',  the  house  of  Abraham  Phillips  of  Horse-Neck,  was  broken  open,  the  oAvner 
turned  out  and  a stack  of  oats  burnt.  In  the  following  March  the  rioters  were 
spreading  their  infiuence  to  such  a degree  that  the  Legislature  seemed  to  be  stag- 
nated by  it.  (See  Analytical  Index  to  the  Colonial  Documents  of  Ncav  Jersey, 
pp.  257-S. 

W hen  tlie  Jail  Avas  brokcifopen  Jan.  1.  1740,  Mr.  Thomas  Gould,  then  2S  years 
ul  age,  carried  the  flag  on  the  occasion.  So  at  least  Mr.  Congar  thinks  Mr.  Silas 
C’ondietof  Orange  stated. 
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j By  the  Council  of  PiiorRiETOns, 

( PERxn  Amboy,  M’cli  23.  1740. 

“ The  Ihsi-J}o7j  of  the  17th  Feb.  last,  iusinuates  that  the  Persons  in  whose  Fa- 
vor these  Kiots  were  made,  have  a better  title  to  the  Lands  in  dispute  than  the 
Genei-al  Proprietors,  and  those  claiming  under  them ; that  they  have  been  put  to 
great  expense  by  many  vexations  suits ; that  they  are  prevented  from  bringing 
their  causes  fairly  before  the  King ; that  the  Conduct  of  the  General  Proprietors 
has  been  cruel,  harrowing  and  vexatious ; and  that  in  the  particular  Transaction 
betweeu  the  settlers  of  the  Lands  called  IIorsc-Ncck  and  the  persons  claiming 
under  the  General  Proprietors,  the  Settlers  have  made  fair  and  reasonable  propo- 
sals and  the  Claimers  have  rejected  them.  To  these  charges  the  Proprietors  re- 
turned a general  denial ; affirmed  their  ignorance  of  any  Indian  deed,  declared 
that  the  Governor  and  the  Council  were  to  make  all  purchases  of  the  Indians — 
the  settlers  to  pay  their  proportion  of  these  Charges,  and  then  add.  Possibly 
many  of  the  Rioters  being  ignorant  men  and  many  of  them  strangers  to  the  Pro- 
vince, and  since  they  came  to  it  living  retired  in  and  behind  the  mountains  of 
Newark,  upon  any  land  they  could  find  without  inquiring  who  the  owner  thereof 
was,  have  of  late  been  animated  and  stirred  up  to  believe  that  those  things  which 
the  laws  of  the  Province  have  declared  to  be  criminal  and  penal  Avcrc  lawful ; 
that  those  crimes,  committed,  gave  the  criminals,  Rights,  Privileges  and  Proper- 
ties; but  though  many  have  been  ignorant  enough  to  be  so  seduced,  Ave  cannot 
think  that  all  can  w'ith  truth  plead  that  excuse ; some  there  arc  amongst  them, 
who  may  though  not  be  acquainted  with  all  the  Particulars  aforesaid,  yet  cannot 
be  supposed  never  to  have  seen  the  printed  Laws  of  this  Province  and  the  first 
leaf  of  which  has  had  at  least  three  Editions,  making  those  Pretences  void  and 
penal.  The  poor  deluded,  ignorant  People, we  conceive,  deserve  Pity  and  Compass- 
ion but  the  laws  of  the  Province  point  out  the  Deserts  of  Seducers.” 

They  concluded  with  declaring  no  knowledge  of  the  settlers  being  invaded  and 
profess  great  consideration  for  the  prosperity  of  N.  J. 


APPENDIX  D. 

DEED  OF  PARSONAGE  LAND. 

This  Indenture  made  the  nineteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
1779,  between  Caleb  Retfield  of  New-Ark  ToAvnship  in  the  County  of  Essex  in  the 
State  ot  New  Jersey,  WiUiam  Crane  of  the  Town  and  County  Aforesaid,  and 
Noah  Crane  of  the  Town  and  County  aforesaid,  of  the  one  i)art ; and  Thomas 
Oould,  Samuel  Crane,  Joseph  Goidd,  Joseph  Baldwin,  John  Gould,  Josejdi  Harrison, 
and  Abraham  Noe,  all  of  Ilorse-ncck,  in  the  Said  County  of  Essex,  of  the]  other 
part; 

Whereas,  divers  Inhabitants  in  and  about  a place  called  and  knoAvn  by  the 
name  of  Horse-neck,  in  the  County  of  Essex,  professing  llic  Protestant  religion 
under  the  denomination  of  Presbyterians,  being  destitute  of  a place  of  publiek 
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worship^  and  being  very  desirous  of  promoting  the  publick  -worship  of  Almighty 
God,  by  making  decent  j) revision  for  the  support  of  a minister  of  the  Gospel  of 
that  denomination,  and  erecting  a convenient  house  for  publick  worship,  have 
contracted  with  the  parties  aforesaid  of  the  first  part,  for  a certain  tract  of  land 
herein  after  mentioned,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid ; but  not  being  a body  known 
in  law  or  incorporated,  so  as  to  take  and  hold  lands  in  a public  or  corporate  ca- 
pacity, have  for  the  security  of  the  said  lands  for  the  purposes  aforesaid  met  to- 
gether and  unanimously  chosen  the  parties  aforesaid  of  the  second  part, as  Trustees 
to  take  and  hold  the  said  lands,  to,  and  for,  the  uses  and  purposes  of  supporting 
the  publick  worship  of  Almighty  God  as  aforesaid,  and  making  provision  for  a 
Minister  of  the  Gospel  of  the  Said  Denomination,  to  be  chosen  from  time  to  time 
by  the  Inhabitants  of  said  Ilorse-ncck,  who  shall  from  time  to  time  form  and 
make  up  one  Congregation  to  be  known  hereafter  by  the  name  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  llorsc-neck  in  such  manner  as  the  said  congregation 
shall  direct  and  appoint,  but  to  no  other  use  whatever,  or  of  any  other  Congre- 
gation that  may  hereafter  be  erected  and  set  up  in  said  Horse-neck,  but  to  the 
sole  use  of  said  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Horse-neck  as  aforesaid.  And 
whereas  the  said  parties  of  the  Second  part  have  agreed  to  accept  of  the  same  and 
to  take  and  hold  the  said  lands  subject  to  the.  trusts  and  uses  aforesaid  ; now  in 
order  to'confirm  the  same,  This  Indenture  Witnessethf  that  the  said  Calel)  Hei- 
Jleld^  WiUiam  CVaneand  Noah  Crane^  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  Sum  of  Ten 
Shillings,  Proclamation  Money  of  New  Jersey,  to  them  in  hand  well  and  truly 
paid  by  the  said  Thomas  Gould,  Samuel  Crane,  Joseph  Gould,  Joseph 
Baldwin,  JoJui  Go\dd,  Joseph  Harrison  oaid  Abraham  Noe  at  or  before  the  ex- 
ecution hereof  the  receipt  whereof  is  hereby  acknowledged ; and  also  for  divers 
other  good,  pious,  and  valuable  considerations  them  thereunto  moving,  have 
given,  granted  bargained,  sold,  aliened,  remised,  released,  and  confirmed;  and  by 
these  presents  do  give,  grant,  bargain,  sell,  alien,  remise,  release,  and  confirm 
unto  the  said  Thomas  Gould,.  Samuel  Crane,  Joseph  Gould,  Joseph  Baldwin,  John 
Gould,  Joseph  Harrison  and  Abraham  Noe,  their  Heirs  and  Assigns,  all  that  cer- 
tain tract  or  parcel  of  land  situate,  lying  and  being  in  Horse-neck,  in  the  County 
of  Essex,  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey  aforesaid,  beginning  at  a heap  of  stones  near 
a maple  sapling  standing  on  the  South  side  of  the  road  that  leads  from  Horse- 
neck  afore  said  to  New-Ark,  being  also  a corner  of  John  Edison’s  land,  and  from 
thence  running  first  along  the  road  North  sixty-eight  degrees  West  four  chains  ; 
thence  North  thirty-nine  degress  and  forty-five  minutes  West  ten  chains  ; thence 
North  forty-five  degrees  West  ten  chains;  and  thence  North  sixty- 
five  degress  and  fifteen  minutes  West  ten  chains  and  ten  links,  to  a 
dry  oak  tree  at  a corner  of  Saunders  Sanders’  land;  thence  along  his  line  and 
bounded  by  the  same  North  fort3^-ninc  degress  and  fifteen  minutes  East  Eighteen 
chains  and  five  links  ; thence  North  seventy-three  degress  East  four  chains  and 
eighty-eight  links,  to  another  corner  of  the  said  Saunders  Sanders’  land;  thence 
North  forty-seven  degress  East  four  chains  and  sixty  links  to  another  corner  of 
the  said  Saunders  Sanders’  land ; thence  East  eighteen  chains  and  nineteen  links; 
thence  South  thirty  degrees  East  thirteen  chains  and  seventeen  links,  to  a stake 
in  the  said  John  Edison’s  line;  and  thence  along  his  line  and  bounded  by  the 
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earae  South  thirO’-eigbt  degrees  aud  thirty-seveu  minutes  West  thirty-one  chains 
and  forty  links,  to  the  place  of  beginning;  containing  ninety  acres  and  forty- 
seven  hundreths  of  an  acre  strict  measure,  being  the  same  tractor  parcel  of  land 
which  was  formerly  surveyed  for  Richard  Philips,  torjclhcr  with  all  and  singular, 
the  edifices,  buildings,  ways,  waters,  watercourses,  commons,  profits,  woods, 
underwoods,  huntings,  hawkings,  fowlings,  fishings,  commodities,  privileges, 
advantages,  hereditaments,  rights,  members,  improvements,  and  appurtenances 
whatsoever,  unto  the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  land  hereby  given  and  granted  be- 
longing or  in  any  wise  appertaining  aud  the  reversion  and  reversions,  remainder  and 
remainders,  rents,  issues  aud  profits,  thereof:  And  aho  all  the  estate,  right,  title, 
interest,  property,  possession,  claim  and  demand  wliatsocvcr,  both  in  la^V  and 
equity,  of-them  the  said  Caleb  Jlctndd^  VCilliam  Crane,  and  Xoah  Crane,  each 
and  every  of  them  respectively  of,  in,  and  to  the  same  and  every  piart  and  parcel 
thereof  with  the  appurt-euances.  To  have  and  to  hold  all  and  singular  the  said 
tract  or  parcel  of  land  hereditaments  and  premises,  hereby  given  aud  granted(or 
meant,  mentioned  or  intended  so  to  be),  with  their  aud  every  of  their  rights, 
members  aud  appurtenances  unto  them  the  said  Thomas  Gould,  ISamu.el  Crane, 
Joseph  Gould,  Joseph  JSakhein,  John  Gould,  Joseph  Harrison,  and  Abraham  Xoe, 
their  heirs  aud  assigns  for  ever  in  joint  tenancy,  Jn  and  to,  for,  aud  upon, 

the  several  uses,  interests,  and  purposes,  hereinafter  mentioned,  expressed,  lim- 
ited, and  declared,  of  and  concerning  the  same,  and  to  no  other  use  or  jiurposc 
whatsoever;  that  is  to  say  To  and  For  the  use  and  benefit  and  behoof  of  the  In- 
habitants of  said  Horse-neck  now  forming  or  who  may  from  time  to  time  hereaf- 
ter form  the  Congregation  of  Protestants  in  said  Ilorsencck,  called  and  hereafter 
to  be  known  by  the  name  of  the  Fikst  Pkesbytekiax  Ciiukcii  in  Ilorse-neek 
aforesaid;  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a proper  building  and  buildings  for  the  sup- 
port and  conveuieney  of  the  publiek  worship  of  Almighty  God,  and  for  the  sup- 
j)ort,  maintenance  and  comfort  of  such  minister  of  the  Gospel  of  the  Prcslgv- 
tcriaa  denomination,  that  shall  be  hereafter  from  time  to  time  called,  chosen  and 
settled  by  the  said  Inhabitants  now  forming  or  who  hereafter  may  from  time 
to  time  form  the  said  congregation,  to  be  known  by  the  name  of  the  First  FreS' 
BYTERIAN  CiiURCH  in  Horsc-ucck  aforesaid ; and  also  for  the  use  of  a place  of 
burial  for  said  Congregation  and  Inhabitants,  all  which  uses  arc  to  bo 
ia  such  manner  and  under  such  directions,  instructions,  and  limitations,  as  the 
said  congreyjation  shall  aud  ma}"  from  time  to  time  hereafter  appoint  aud  direct  by 
their  vote  in  the  pnbliek  meeting  of  said  congregation,  in  due  form  to  be  made 
and  taken,  and  to,  for,  and  upon  none  other  use  or  uses,  intents,  or  purposes 
whatsoever. 

the  said  Calth  Hetfield,  William  Crane  a.ud  Xoah  Crane,  do  hereby  for  them- 
selves severally  and  respectively,  and  for  their  respective  heirs,  executors  aud  ad- 
ministrators, covenant,  promise  and  grant  to  and  with  the  said  Thomas  Gould,. 
Samuel  Craiic,  Joseph  Gould,  Joseph  Baldwin,  John  Gould,  Joseph  Harrii.on,  and 
Abraham  Xoc,  their  heirs  and  assigns  that  all  and  singular  the  said  tract  or  parcel 
of  laud  and  premises  hereby  given  and  granted,  now  arc  free  and  clear  of  aud 
from  all  former  and  other  gifts,  grants,  bargains,  sales,  leases,  and 
entails,  and  of  and  from  all  mortgages,  judgments  and  incumbrances  whatso- 
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ever,  by  them  or  any  or  either  of  them  respectively  made,  executed,  or  sutfered^ 
and  that  the  same  premises  shall  and  may  at  ail  times  for  ever  hereafter  be 
peaceably  and  quietly  held,  used,  occupied,  possessed,  and  enjoyed  by  them  the 
said  Thomas  Gould^Samud  Crane,  Joseph  Gould,  JosepJi  Baldidn,  John  Gould,  Jo- 
seph Hetrrison,  and  Abraham  Aoc,  their  heirs  and  assii;ns  to  tor  and  upon  the  sev- 
eral uses,  trusts,  iutcuts,  and  purposes  hereinabove  expressed,  limited  and  de- 
clared, of  and  concerr.in.2:  the  same  without  any  the  lawful  let,  suit,  trouble,  hin- 
drance, molestation,  interruption  or  denial  of  them  the  said  Caleb  HctjlJd,  Wil- 
liam Crane  and  Xoah  Crane,  any  or  cither  ot  them,  their^  any  or  cither  of  their 
heirs  or  assigns,  and  of  all  and  every  other  person  or  persons  whomsoever  law- 
fully claiming  or  to  claim  the  same  or  any  part  or  jtarts  thereof  from,  by,  or  under 
them  or  any  or  cither  of  them  respectively. 

And  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  for  themselves,  their  Heirs,  Execu- 
tors, Administrators  and  Assigns,  and  for  themselves  severally  and  for  their  sev- 
eral heirs,  executors,  administrators,  and  assigns,  do  hereby  covenant,  promise, 
grant,  and  agree,  to,  and  with,  the  said  Caleb  Hcttield,  William  Crane  and  2soah 
Crane,  their  heirs,  executors  and  administrators  that  they  the  parties  of  the  sec- 
ond part,  their  heirs  and  assigns  shall  and  will  well  and  tnily  take  and  hold  and 
keep  the  above  granted  and  bargained  premises  with  the  appurtenances  to  and 
for  the  uses  and  purposes  above  particular!}^  set  forth  and  to  no  other  use  and 
purpose  whatever. 

Aiid  that  they  shall  and  will  use  and  appropriate  and  suffer  to  be  used  and  ap- 
p>ropriated  the  premises  aforesaid  with  the  appurtenances  to  the  erecting  of  a pro- 
perbuilding and  buildings,  for  the  support  and  convenience  of  the  publick  worship 
of  Almighty  God,  and  for  the  support  maintenance  and  comfort  of  such  minister 
of  the  Gospel  of  the  Presbyterian  denomination  as  shall  hereafter  from  time  to 
time  be  chosen  called  and  settled  agreeable  to  presbyterial  rule  and  order,  by  the 
said  Inhabitants,  now'  forming  or  who  may  hereafter  from  time  to  time  form  the 
said  congregation  to  be  known  by  the  name  of  the  First  Piiesbtteriajn*  CnuRcn 
in  Horse-neck  aforesaid,  and  also  for  the  use  of  a place  of  burial  for  the  said  con- 
gregation and  Inhabitants,  all  which  uses  shall  be  executed  by  the  said  parties  of 
the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns  in  such  manner  and  under  such  directions, 
restrictions,  and  limitations,  as  the  said  Congregation  shall  and  may  from  time 
to*time  hereafter  appoint  and  direct,  by  their  vote  in  the  publick  meeting  cf  said 
Congregation  in  due  form  to  be  made  and  taken. 

In  HhYiicss  whereof  the  parties  to  these  presents  have  hereunto  interchangeably 
set  their  hands  and  seals  the  day  and  year  first  WTitten. 

Scaled  and  Delivered  ) Caleb  IIetfield  (L.S.) 

In  the  Presence  of  f William  Crane  (L.S.) 


Sterhen  B-\J.DWIN 
Caleb  Dod 
James  Caldwell 


Xo-vu  Crane  (L.S.) 


Thomas  Gould  (L.S.)  t 
Samuel  Crane  (L.S.)  5 
Joseph  Gould  (L.S.)  | 

Joseph  Baldwin  (L.S.) 
John  Gould  ^ 

Joseph  Jl.uiRisoN  ^ 
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Be  it  remembered  that  on  tlie  twenty-ei;,ditli  day  of  July  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine  personally  appeared  before 
me,  Joseph  Hodden,  Jr.,  one  of  the  Judi;cs  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  for  the  said  County  of  Essex,  Stephen  Baldwin  one  of  the  within  Sub- 
scribing Evidences,  and  being  duly  sworn  on  the  Evangelist  of  the  Almighty 
God,  saith  that  he  saw  the  within  named  Caleb  Ilctlicld,  'William  Crane  and  Noah 
Crane  sign  seal  and  deliver  the  above  instrument  as  their  act  and  deed  for  the  use 
and  purposes  therein  mentioned. 

Sworn  before  me  the  day  and  year  above  written. 

JOS3PU  Hedden,  Jun. 


APPENDIX  E. 

TUE  OUIGIN.VL  CONFESSION. 

TJie  Confession  of  Fadh  of  the  Church  of  Christ  at  Horse-neck  entered  into  by 
the  members  whose  names  arc  above  inserted. 

Arlicle  1.  \Vc  do  believe  that  there  is  but  one  God,  who  is  an  infinitely  per- 
fect and  holy  being,  the  Creator  and  governor  of  all  worlds,  and  that  this  God 
subsists  in  a wonderfully  mysterious  and  incomprehensible  manner  in  three  per- 
sons, Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  who  are  equal  in  all  perfections  and  but  one 
God. 

Article  11.  That  the  writings  contained  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  arc  the  Word  of 
God  and  furnish  an  unerring,  perfect  and  suflicient  rule  of  faith  and  practice. 

Article  HI.  We  approve  of  the  shorter  catechism  commonly  read  and  taught 
among  us  as  an  excellent  summary  of  the  doctrines  of  Christianity  and  in  gen- 
eral agreeable  to  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

PARTICULAKLV. 

1.  We  do  believe  that  our  first  parents  were  at  first  made  upright,  but  by  sin 
broke  covenant  with  God,  and  hereby  brought  themselves  and  their  posterity 
under  the  awful  curse  of  God,  into  a state  of  total  corruption  and  infinite  guilt 
and  misery. 

2.  That  God  has  in  his  infinite  sovereign  mercy  provided  a Saviour  for  lost  mon, 
even  the  eternal  Sou  of  God,  who  has  taken  upon  Him  our  nature  and  become  an 
all  sufficient  mediator,  so  that  whosoever  bclicvcth  in  Him  is  pardoned,  justified, 
and  has  a sure  title  to  everlasting  life,  purely  and  only  on  account  of  His  merits 
and  worthiness. 

3.  That  all  men  arc  naturally  so  depraved  and  corrupted,  such  perfect  enemies 
to  God  and  the  Saviour  that  no  one  ever  will  believe  on  Christ  and  embrace  the 
gospel,  until  God  give  him  a new  heart,  by  the  sovereign  and  irresistible  influence 
of  His  Holy  Spirit. 

4.  That  all  true  believers  do  persevere  in  faith  and  holiness  unto  the  end,  being 
kept  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith  unto  Salvation. 

5.  That  the  holy  law  of  God  which  requires  perfect  and  persevering  obedience 
is  the  rule  which  Christians  arc  under. 
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6.  That  in  the  end  of  the  world,  there  will  be  a general  resnrrection  of  the 
bodies  of  all,  both  of  the  righteous  and  wicked  and  a day  of  judgment,  in  which 
Christ  the  judge,  will  sentence  the  wicked  to  eternal  destruetion  and  receive  the 
righteous  to  life  everlasting. 

THE  COVENANT. 

You  do  now  in  the  awful  presence  of  the  dread  Majesty  of  Heaven  and  earth, 
the  searcher  of  all  hearts,  in  the  presence  of  the  elect  Angels  and  before  God’s 
people  solemnly  profess  to  give  up  yourself  to  God,  the  Father,  Son  and  Holy 
Ghost,  and  choose  Him  for  your  God,  your  Father,  your  portion,  your  Saviour 
and  Sanctifier : renouncing  all  the  ways  of  sin  as  what  you  truly  hate  and  abhor, 
and  choosing  the  service  of  God  as  your  greatest  privilege  ; and  you  promise  by 
the  help  of  his  grace  to  live  a holy  life  in  the  denial  of  yourself  and  all  ungodliness 
with  every  worldly  lust ; and  you  particularly  promise  to  eomply  with  and  con 
stantly  and  faithfully  to  attend  upon  all  the  institutions  and  ordinances  of  Christ 
enjoyed  and  administered  here,  and  to  submit  to  the  discipline  of  Christ  in  this 
Church  so  long  as  you  shall  continue  to  be  of  the  number  of  its  members.  You 
also  engage  to  treat  them  all  with  that  Christian  tenderness  and  brotherly  kindness 
which  become  the  discij)lcs  of  Jesus  Christ. 


APPENDIX  F. 

t 

Present  Confession  of  Faith  of  the  Church— Adopted  April  2, 184G : 

In  the  presence  of  the  Eternal  God,  and  of  his  people,  you  present  yourself  to 
be  received  into  the  communion  of  this  church.  Previously,  however,  to  your 
being  thus  received,  your  cordial  assent  is  required  to  the  following  summary  of 
Christian  doctrine. 

1.  You  believe  there  is  but  one  God,  the  Creator,  Sustaiucr  and  Governor,  of 
all  worlds  and  creatures.  The  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  that 
these  three  are  one  in  essence,  equal  in  power  and  glory. 

2.  Y’on  believe  that  the  scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  are  the 
revealed  word  of  God ; that  they  arc  the  only  revelation  which  God  has  given  to 
his  church  ; the  only  one  to  be  expected,  and  that  they  contain  a perfect  rule  of 
faith  and  practice. 

3.  You  believe  the  scriptures  teach  us  that  our  first  parents  were  created  holy ; 
that  by  their  voluntary  act  they  sinned  against  God  and  incurred  his  merited 
wrath;  that  in  consequence  of  this  disobedience,  all  their  posterity  arc  totally 
depraved. 

4.  You  believe  the  scriptures  further  teach,  that  God  in  infinite  mercy  has 
provided  a way  of  salvation  through  the  mediation  and  death  of  his  Son  Jesus 
Christ,  who  is  verily  God;  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  Savior;  that  he  is  both 
able  and  willing  to  save  all  who  will  repent  and  believe  in  his  name. 

5.  You  also  believe  the  scriptures  teach  us,  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 
receive  and  rest  upon  Christas  a Savior  from  sin  and  wrath,  in  order  to  become 
interested  in  his  mediation ; and  that  men  are  naturally  so  averse  to  holiness,  and 
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